
 
 

PUPIL SUPPORT POLICY 
 

St Paulus is a dual-medium school which requires that all children need to gain proficiency 
in English and Afrikaans on Home language Level.  Lessons are delivered using both of 
these languages as languages of instruction.  We also require children to achieve the 
outcomes of our Curriculum. 
 
While striving at all times for Academic Excellence, the following allowances are made to 
assist those children in need of extra support. 
 
1. When a child has only one language on Home language Level, assessment of the 

other language of instruction is done on First Additional language Level for the first 
year that the child attends the school.  If it becomes necessary, and if it is in the child’s 
best interests, this can continue for more than one year. 

 
2. Children who are not able to speak either English of Afrikaans are accepted.  In these 

 instances; the parents are expected to assist the school in Language Acquisition by 
providing a Tutor to work with the child after hours.  Every effort is made to assist 
children in the classes  and individual assessments are conducted. 

 
3. Extra Afrikaans, English and Mathematics classes are offered in the afternoons and 

children attend by invitation.  This means that at-risk pupils are identified and only 
those children may attend. 

 
4. At all times the “best interests of the child” is of primary importance.  If a child is not 

able to achieve minimum requirements, but it is felt, in consultation with parents and 
specialist/s that  the environment is the best one for the child, special programmes are 
designed to suit individual needs.  This is drawn up, in consultation with the Principal, 
by the relevant Head of Department and the child’s educator/s.  This is monitored and 
regular meetings between parents and school are held. 

 
5. Supported assessment-completion is offered during class tests and Examinations for 

those pupils who are not able to write these without assistance. 
 
6. The following therapists are resident at the school:  Educational Psychologist, Play 

Therapist, Occupational and Speech & Language Therapist. Parents pay the 
therapists directly and the children are able to receive assistance on the school 
premises. 

 
7. Homework under supervision is offered from Monday - Thursday after school. An 

Educator Assistant runs a special Homework class where those children between 
Grades 4 – 7, who need more intensive support, can receive this.  The Aftercare 
Assistants and Educator Assistants help Foundation Phase children, especially with 
reading. 
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8. In order to offer more support at the Intersen Phase level, Educator Assistants have 

been assigned to Grades 4 – 6.  These Assistants work with individual children during 
lessons.   They also assist with supported assessment-completion and intervention. 

 
9. As a school, we have made a commitment to ensure that all children can read.  As 

reading is the key to educational success, and as it is integral to a child’s self-
confidence, we endeavour to realise this commitment in the following ways: 

 
 A Diagnostic Reading Assessment, administered by an external expert, is carried 

out annually for all children from Grade 2 – 6.  A Pre-Reading Skills Assessment, 
administered externally, is carried out on all Grade R children in the August before 
they proceed to Grade One. 

 Reading Intervention Programme - (RIP).  The results of the Diagnostic Test are 
analysed.  At-risk children who have progressed to Grade 2, but who have not fully 
mastered the Reading Code, are identified.  A Specialist Time2Read Reading 
Assistant works with these children daily.  Other at-risk children between Grades 3 
– 7 are also identified 

 The Time2Read Breakthrough to Literacy Reading Programme is used. 
 

AFRIKAANS INTERVENTION PROGRAMME 
 
In accordance with the Language Policy all pupils should be proficient in Afrikaans on 
Huistaal level at the end of Grade 3.  A Baseline Assessment for Language Acquisition is 
administered to Grade 3 pupils before year-end. 
 
The teaching of Afrikaans is set at Grade 4 level and children who still struggle with 
Afrikaans are grouped together.  This class is taught by the Language Specialist.  This 
group works more slowly than the other two classes but all children write the same 
assessments. 
  
As St Paulus is a mainstream school, our children are required to achieve set academic 
standards.  If it is in the best interests of the child to progress to a school which is better 
equipped to offer the specific support required by the child, the school, in partnership with 
the parents and therapists/s, will assist in this transition. 
 
The school is also committed to re-integrate a child after a few years, if it is the 
recommendation of the remedial school that this would best serve the child’s interests. 
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