
  

 

ST PAULUS NEWS 
St Paulus Pre-Primary and Primary School 12 April 2019                                #10 

Dear Parents 

Welcome back to all who are returning from the holiday break and a special welcome 
to those who will be joining us for the first time. As always, we have a busy few months 
ahead of us including some important and exciting events. I shall highlight a few of 
these:  

Parent Information Evening - Presentation on 
Teen and Pre-Teen Use/Mis-use of Social Media 
- Emma Sadleir 

Emma Sadleir is a renowned Social 
Media Attorney, one of whose passions 
is the importance of guiding and 
assisting young people in the responsible 
use of social media. While 21st century 
children have access to social media 
platforms and are provided with data, 
they are not yet sufficiently socially 
sophisticated to manage technology to 
their advantage. Many of our pupils are 
posting information about themselves, 
and even posting compromising 
photographs of themselves, and this 
can never be deleted or withdrawn and 
is likely to come back to haunt them in 
the future. We also deal with issues 
around cyber-bullying, which although 
we do not permit cellphones on our 
campus, spill over from the homes of our 
children into the school-space. Mis-use 
of social media platforms has resulted in 
numbers of teen suicides and careless 
posting in the past has led to numbers of 
people losing their jobs. Technology is 
here to stay and it positively enhances 

our lives, but more and more schools, 
including High Schools, across the globe, 
are banning cellphones on their 
campuses because of mis-use and its 
social impact. Emma Sadleir’s 
presentation is a NOT-TO-BE-MISSED event. 
Many of our children have far more 
techno-savvy than their parents and we 
need to be a step ahead to keep them 
safe and to guide them to make healthy 
choices and to use social media platforms 
age-appropriately and responsibly. 
WHEN: 17:30 – 19:00 on 25 April. 
As this is such an important presentation 
open to parents of children of all ages, we 
shall provide child-minding services. 
M&M’s Tuck Shop will also provide a meal 
by pre-order so that parents who go this 
route can relax and attend the talk while 
their children are cared for and have had 
supper as well. 
Emma will also be addressing the Grade 6 
and 7 pupils during the school day on 
25 April.  
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Staff News Parent-Teacher Interviews 

World Book Day 

Congratulations to Mr Travis Basson and 
Ms Kylie Deveugele, who were married 
on 23 March.  
Mrs van der Wielen’s daughter, Morgan 
Wensley was marr ied to Mark 
Charlesworth, in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, on 23 March. 
May both couples be richly blessed in 
their lives together. 
Mr Siyo Mhletywa, who has been an 
Educator Assistant in the Intersen Phase 
since January 2018, resigned with effect 
from the end of the First Term, to take up 
a full-time teaching position.  While we 
were sorry to have to say good-bye, we 
wish him everything of the best for his 
teaching career.  
Ms Ricarda Arnold has resigned and will 
be leaving us at the end of Term 2. Ms 
Arnold will be emigrating to New 
Zealand. 
Ms Patricia dos Santos and her family 
are planning to emigrate to the USA. 
She has resigned and will be leaving us 
at the end of Term 2. 
We have already advertised for 
replacement teachers and we hope to 
have appointed teachers of calibre to 
join us by the start of Term 3, on 10 July. 
Ruben Cronje was born on 4 April. We 
wish Phillip and Cathy and little Emma 
every blessing in the extension of their 
family.  

At the end of Term 1, all our parents from 
Grades 00 – 7 were asked to book an 
appointment where they and the teachers 
of their children could view the Reports 
together. Being able to meet with every 
parent of children in one’s class is of great 
value to the teachers and to be able to 
discuss assessments and comments 
immediately is helpful for our parents. As 
the parents of pupils in Grades 5 – 7 meet 
all three of the teachers together, this is 
time-consuming so we shall be scheduling 
the Parent-Teacher Meetings for these 
grades over 3 afternoon/ evenings at the 
end of this term. One of the suggestions 
from parents was that it would be helpful if 
they could see the Report prior to their 
meeting. As of the end of Term 2, we shall 
make the Reports available to parents who 
can collect these 10 or 15 minutes before 
their appointments. 
Thank you to all our parents for taking time-
out of their busy schedules to meet with our 
teachers to discuss the best interests of our 
children.  

World Book Day will be celebrated around 
the World on Tuesday, 23 April. 
To honour the event and to encourage 
reading, we would like all our children to 
come to school dressed as their favourite 
character from a novel which they have 
read and to take part in our Class Parades.  
We do not want parents to spend on this 
but would rather encourage them and our 
children to be creative and re-use or 
borrow items of clothing. Our aim is to 
make this fun, and as World Book Day is on 
the day we re-open after the Easter 
weekend, we also do not want anyone to 
spend time over the weekend making 
costumes. The children will be asked in their 
classes to share some information on their 
book character and we hope in this way to 
highlight the fun and enjoyment of reading.  
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Ahead 

Kaskar Fun Day – 
25 May 

Our compulsory Saturday for this term 
will once more involve our Go-Cart-
Racing. As the Kaskar event was so 
successful in 2018 and as our children 
enjoyed it so much, we have decided 
to have it again in 2019. 
All our classes will be dressing to a 
theme and we shall start the event with 
a procession where each grade will 
have the opportunity to sing a song or 
perform an activity. Thereafter, the 
Foundation Phase and Intersen Phase 
classes will compete in their phases. Our 
Pre-School pupils will open the event 
and will have the opportunity to 
participate and lead the procession. 
Diarise this important date as our PTA 
Team will utilise this Fun Day to raise 
funds by providing refreshments for the 
young and the not-so young.  
All our events are closed events and 
only our pupils and their immediate 
family members may attend.  

Easter Long Weekend 

The school will close on Holy Thursday, 
18 April, at 12:30 and will re-open on 
Tuesday, 23 April.  

Allergies 
Information 

The School Office needs to be notified in 
writing of any children who are highly 
allergic. Parents also need to provide 
the school with the necessary 
medication or an EPIPEN.  

This will take place at the Meditation 
Garden at 17:00 on 15 April.  

Stations of the Cross 

Friday, 12 April: 
Camp Discovery Boys Soccer [returning 
on Sunday, 14 April] 
Saturday, 13 April: 
Camp Discovery Boys Soccer [returning 
on Sunday, 14 April] 
Monday, 15 April: 
Stations of the Cross [MvdW] 
Tuesday, 16 April: 
Beginning of Term Mass 
Wednesday, 17 April: 
Soccer & Netball: 
Netball vs. Motheong @ St Paulus U10 – 
U13 
Snr Soccer @ St Paulus 
Jnr Soccer @ St Paulus 
vs Jacaranda 
Thursday, 18 April: 
School closes @ 12:30 [re-opens on 
Tuesday, 23 April] 

May you all have an 

enjoyable weekend doing 

something special with your 

children.  


