
  

 

ST PAULUS NEWS 
St Paulus Pre-Primary and Primary School 1 March 2019                                 #6 

Dear Parents 

Inter-School Swimming Galas 
Our swimming season is drawing to a close 
and we are delighted with the success of our 
Teams which have excelled in our League 
Galas: 
Our A Team swam against 8 (WHPS/DSG 
swim together) other schools in the B League 
Gala.  
Our girls’ team was placed 3rd and our boys’ 
team was placed 6th and we were placed in 
5th position overall.  
Our C Team swam against 6 schools in the G 
League Gala. 
Our girls’ team took 1st Place and our boys’ 
team was placed in 2nd Place and we were 

Cellphone usage 

Although we consistently remind parents of the 
importance of limiting data- usage and of checking 
children’s phone usage, we continue to deal with serious 
issues resulting from misuse of cellphones. We do not allow 
cellphones on our campus but still become involved in the 
offspins of inappropriate cellphone usage as the 
aftermath spills over into the school space. 
We are sure that all our parents were shocked at the suicide of a young 13 year old last 
week directly stemming from cyber-bullying. This should be the wake-up call that children 
need to be monitored in all their activities to ensure that they are not hurting, or being hurt 
by, incorrect use of social media. Please check your children’s phones regularly and help us 
to educate them to use social media and sophisticated technology responsibly and age-
appropriately. 
EMMA SADLEIR (Social Media Lawyer) will once more visit the school to address our children 
and we shall also have an information session for parents. Every parent needs to attend 
such sessions, but last year, we only had about 100 parents who came to Emma’s session. If 
you believe that your child would never misuse his/ her cellphone, this talk is a must-attend 
for you as children never cease to surprise us and we need to accept that all children, just 
as all adults, will at times make bad choices. This just makes them normal children – and we 
need to be there to help them when bad choices are made and to guide them so that they 
are able to make healthy choices as regularly as possible. 
Please check those phones. If your children have access to data and you are not keeping 
tabs on their usage there is every probability that they along with their friends, are using 
social media inappropriately. 
The date for the EMMA SADLEIR address will be sent out on the d6Communicator as soon as 
it has been confirmed.  

the overall 1st Place winners of this League 
Gala. 
Our B Team swam in the C League Gala. We 
came 6th out of 9 schools (6 of these schools’ 
teams were A Teams). 
Congratulations to all our swimmers on their 
excellent achievements. Thank you to Mr 
Basson and our Sports Department and to 
Coach Ferdie who coached our Swimming 
Teams and to all the coaches for an 
excellent season. Thank you also to those 
parents who continued to encourage their 
children and who brought them to early 
morning swimming training. We are very 
proud of our swimmers and our school.  
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Eunice Nhlabathi 

24 September 1974 ~ 

27 February 2019 

Tribute to Mma Eunice Nhlabathi 

The unexpected loss of 
Teacher Eunice has left a 
gap in our lives. Teacher 
Eunice, much-loved by our 
children, is remembered for 
her gentle, kind manner and 
her soft voice. While guiding 
our children in the Aftercare, 
she was always  
professional and dealt with issues with such compassion. 
Our hearts go out to her daughters, Nomsa, Nonhlanhla, 
presently in matric, and 10 year old Baneliswe. 
Teacher Eunice, we thank you for the 4 years of service to 
our school. 

We shall miss you.  

Our Easter Egg collection is donated annually 
to the Knights of da Gama, a Catholic 
organisation, which distributes the eggs to 
families in need throughout the Pretoria 
Diocese. We receive a letter annually from 
the organisation with details of the areas and 
the number of families which are the 
recipients of our Easter Eggs. A member of 
the organisation also comes to the school to 
collect our collection and to thank the 
children. He tells them where he will be taking 
the eggs. 

Any parent who would like to attend the 
Mass where we do the Easter Egg 
collection hand-over is invited to 
join us. 

St Patrick’s Day Mass – 18 March  

Easter Egg Collection 
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Ahead 

Saturday, 2 March: 
Open Day 09:00 – 12:00 
Monday, 4 March: 
Tennis League: 
U13 Girls @ Loreto Queenswood 
U13 Boys @ St Paulus 
U11 Boys @ St Paulus (TBC) 
Tuesday, 5 March: 
Inter-House Week 
Wednesday, 6 March: 
Ash Wednesday Mass 
Inter-House Week 
Thursday, 7 March: 
Inter-House Week 
Soccer and Netball vs Northridge @ St Paulus 
Friday, 8 March: 
Tree-Planting Ceremony in honour of Teacher 
Eunice 08:00 
Music School Concert @ 14:00 
Saturday, 9 March: 
Mini Cricket @ Copperleaf 
Monday, 11 March: 
Staff Meeting 14:00 – 16:00 
Stations of the Cross @ 17:00 
Junior Rangers Outing 17:00 - 20:00 
Sports Programme Change-over week 
Tennis League: 
U13 Girls @ St Paulus 
U13 Boys - Bye 

May you have a peaceful 

weekend, 

including 

a cellphone

-free 

family 

activity, 

with your 

special children. 

Supervision of our pupils 
on campus - early morning 

drop-offs 

As those of us who spend our time with 
numbers of children are aware, the only way 
in which we can curtail bullying and ensure 
that children do not get up to mischief is to 
have supervision. For this reason it is our policy 
that children on our premises have to be in 
our programmes such as extramural activities 
and Aftercare which runs until 17:30. We also 
have Educator Assistants on duty from 07:00 
and children on our premises at that time 
need to be in the designated areas. It has 
come to my notice that children are being 
dropped off by 06:30 and earlier and the fact 
that there is no official supervision at that 
time has led to incidences.  
Any children who are dropped off before 
07:00 need to come up to the administrative 
office block as the offices are open and the 
Principal or one of the HODs are usually on 
the premises at this time. They may not play 
in the stairwells or on the verandahs at the 
Grade 4 classrooms as there is no one on 
duty at this time. They may also not remain 
down at the tuck shop at this time. 
I have discussed this with the pupils and most 
especially the Grade 4 pupils and would 
appreciate it if you remind the children who 
are dropped off earlier than 07:00 that they 
need to come up to the main office.  


