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ST PAULUS HOMEWORK POLICY 

 
Homework should be given for the following reasons: 
 
1. To develop an independent approach to work, self-discipline and encourage pupils 

to take responsibility for their own learning. 
 
2. To train pupils in life-skills such as time-management and organisational skills. 
 
3. To consolidate work covered in class. 
 
4. As an extension of work covered in class. 
 

In order to ensure that we achieve our objectives, parental intervention in the completion 
of homework should be kept to a minimum.  If a child struggles with any work which has 
been set, this should be brought to the attention of the relevant Teacher.  The chances 
are that there will be other children in the same position and if the teacher is made aware 
of the situation, remediation can take place. 
 
If a child is set a project or assignment for completion, parental involvement should be in 
the form of encouragement and guidance. If a parent becomes too involved in the 
execution of a project, the child is denied the opportunity to develop skills. 
 
In the Foundation Phase a child should spend no more than 30 minutes on written 
homework and no more than 60 minutes for pupils in the Intersen Phase.  If for any 
reason your child is spending more time on homework, the relevant teachers should be 
notified of the situation. 
 
Reading and spelling in both languages and Maths drill need to be done on a regular 
basis.  This should be encouraged and checked by parents. 
 
Each child should have a Homework Diary in which homework should be legibly written on 
a daily basis.  The diary should be checked and signed by a parent once the homework 
has been completed.  Please do not sign the Homework Diary if your child has not 
completed the homework.  (If this is due to extenuating circumstances the teacher should 
be notified.) 
 
Homework should be given from Monday through to Thursday, while weekends should be 
left free for family activities.  If a child has fallen behind due to illness, a little extra work 
may be set for the weekends in order to cover work which has been missed. 
 
As the pupils from Grade 4 - 7 have subject teachers, a homework time-table has been 
drawn up. A small amount of English and Afrikaans reading and spelling and Mathematics 
will be set on a daily basis (Mondays to Thursdays).  The time-table reflects the days on 
which written work for each subject should be done. 
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