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Dear Parents 
St Dominic’s Day 

We shall celebrate St Dominic’s Day on 8 August. This is the Feast of the Saint 
who founded the original Order to which the Cabra Dominican Sisters, our 
founders, belong. As a Dominican School, we are proud of our heritage and 
our unique ethos and Dominican charism, both of which we work hard to 
make tangible in our community.  
Dominic Guzman, who was born in 1170 in Caleguera in Spain, and who died 
from pure exhaustion at the age of 51, in Rome, in 1221, wanted to bring God to people and he 
wanted to do this by bringing about a clearer understanding of the incarnation - that God 
chose to become human in the person of Jesus Christ – thus emphasising the dignity of being 
human. This important message preached by Dominic was done against the backdrop of the 
growing belief in the duality of humanity and a belief that in order to attain eternal life we need 
to reject and deny the existence of the body and live only for the salvation of the soul.  
Dominic’s overriding passion was to establish an Order of Preachers. He wanted his followers to 
walk and move among people –speaking and preaching with joy and passion – so that it was 
by their example and love that they could convince people of God’s great love. We need to 
understand Dominic’s objective against the backdrop of the society and the time in which he 
lived. In the 13th century, people had little or no involvement with Church hierarchy and they 
were expected to obey and to believe unquestioningly. Also at this time, it was only Bishops who 
preached, so it was a revolutionary concept to found an Order of men and women who would 
walk among people teaching and preaching, as the clergy believed in their own importance 
and did not associate with common people.  
Dominic insisted on the need to walk so that one was open to people along one’s path and so 
that one was easily accessible. He even preached and taught in the taverns, infusing his 
dialogues with passion, joy and love - and he won many followers in this way. He sacrificed 
everything for others and it was ultimately this level of self-sacrifice which led to his early death 
as he was completely exhausted by his unrelenting commitment to be present to people. When 
he knew that he was going to die, the message that he left his followers was to: 
“Have charity, guard humility and to make [your] treasure out of poverty.”    
Truth is our Dominican motto and St Dominic was passionate about the pursuit of Truth. But in this 
commitment he never lost his sense of hope and joy, and he showed by his example that he 
had a burning passion for Truth and compassion for people, knowing intuitively that the one 
without the other results in an imbalance.  
St Dominic will remain the epitome of what it means to be fully human and fully saint. He never 
fell into the trap of feeling superior to others and he dealt with people with wisdom and 
compassion – showing by his example what it means to truly work towards bringing about the 
reign of God on Earth.  
As a school which follows the example of St Dominic, we should continually encourage our 
young people to be activists for positive change, young people who will fight for justice – eco 
justice and social justice.  
May we all also embrace TRUTH in all its manifestations and commit to: 
Passion for Truth and Compassion for People.  
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Ongoing Mandela Day Activities 

During the course of the past week, our Intersen Phase 
pupils have cleaned up our campus and our seniors have 
tackled the litter along Cussonia Avenue, bringing home 
20 dustbin bags full of non-recyclable waste. Our Grade 
7s also donated a collection of warm clothing items; 
beanies, socks, scarves and jerseys. These were hung up 
on the concrete pillars which border Cussonia Avenue, 
with signs inviting those who may need an item of warm clothing to 
help themselves.  

Sport Results 

Ms Annika Taylor joined the Grade 6 team as a 
class teacher and English specialist teacher, on 
1 August.  

Ms Taylor will be available on Wednesday, 
7 August, 16:30 – 18:00, to meet and greet any 
Grade 6 parents who would like to meet their 
child’s teacher.  

Grade 6 News 

Thandeka (G2F) and Tapiwa 
(G6B) Tandi, lost their grand-
mother last week. Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with the family at this time.  

Condolences 

Monday, 29 July: 
Boys’ Hockey Matches vs Elarduspark: 
St Paulus U13A vs Elarduspark U13A – 
St Paulus won 3-0 
St Paulus U12A vs Elarduspark U12A – 
St Paulus won 8-0 
Tuesday, 30 July: 
Boys’ Hockey Matches vs Die Poort: 
St Paulus O10A vs Die Poort O10A – 
St Paulus drew 1-1 
St Paulus O11A vs Die Poort U11A – 
St Paulus won 2-0 
Thursday, 1 August: 
Boys’ Hockey Matches vs Die Poort: 
St Paulus U13A vs Die Poort U13 A – 
St Paulus won 4-0 
St Paulus U12A vs Die Poort U12A – 
St Paulus won 3-0  
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Girls’ Soccer Camp 26 - 28 July 

Ahead 

Cross Country 17 July 

Mini athletics (mass 
participation @ Copperleaf) 

31 July 

Friday, 2 August: 
Cross Country @ L/S Queenswood 
Hockey League Boys U13B vs Springvale U13 A @ St 
Paulus 
Saturday, 3 August: 
Mini Soccer @ St Paulus 07:30 – 10:30 
Monday, 5 August: 
First Holy Communion Parents’ Information Evening 
18:30 
Tennis League 
Open Boys A vs Crawford @ St Paulus 
Open Boys B vs L/S Queenswood @ L/S Queenswood 
U11 Boys vs Rietondale @ Rietondale 
Tuesday, 6 August: 
Cross Country @ Motheong 
Girls’ Soccer @ PCS U10 – U13 Girls 
Wednesday, 7 August: 
Athletics @ St Paulus 
Track and Relay U7 - Open 
[CS Principals’ Forum] 
Thursday, 8 August: 
St Dominic’s Day 
School closes @ 12:30 
Friday, 9 August: 
Womens’ Day [Public Holiday] 
Monday, 12 August: 
School re-opens 
Hockey League Boys 
St Paulus U13 B vs Die Krans U13 A @ St Albans 
St Paulus U11B vs U10A Die Krans @ St Paulus 
Open Boys A vs Anton Van Wouw @ St Paulus 
Open Boys B vs Loreto Queenswood @ Loreto 
Queenswood 
Open Girls vs Glenstantia @ St Paulus 
FHC Parents’ Information Evening 18:30  

May you all be filled with the joy and hope of St Dominic as we join together to 

celebrate St Dominic’s Day on Thursday, along with the many Dominican women who 

have been involved in the development of our school and who have served and worked as 

preachers and teachers over many decades. Although, as they are getting older they no 

longer move among us physically on a daily basis, they remain as shining examples of the 

Dominican charism – women of strength and courage who have always led by example.  

May we remember them and their contribution, and all the great women who have led by 

example in our own country’s history, as we celebrate Women’s Day.  


