
  

 

ST PAULUS NEWS 
St Paulus Pre-Primary and Primary School 6 September 2019                                                            #28 

Dear Parents 

Spring Walk 2019 

Remember that Saturday, 7 September, is a compulsory school day as it has been offset against 
a holiday. 

Our children should be at school and meet up with their teachers by 07:30. 

They should wear sports shoes, PT shorts and House Shirts and school sunhats. They should apply 
sunscreen and may bring small water-bottles. [Water-bottles are optional as there will be water-
sachets along the route and children can drink from the many taps, or buy water.] 

The PTA is providing the refreshments as a fundraiser – so please support them. 

Children should be fetched by 13:00. 

Our Grade 7s as our Leaders, will set the tone for the day by walking the first lap with the Pre-
School pupils. 

The Grade 7s are also the last to leave as they do the “clean-up lap” once all have finished. 

NB There is no parking available on the premises. 

We have an arrangement with Lewende Woord which makes safe parking available on its 
campus. We run a shuttle service between Lewende Woord [Orpen St entrance] and St Paulus 
early in the morning and then again from 12:30 – 13:00. 

There have been a number of car thefts at other schools so please do not park in the roads 
adjacent to the school as it is a risk. 

There will be a Beet Tent that will open later in the morning. Consumption of alcohol may only be 
in the Tent, which is only open to those over 18 years, and alcohol may not be consumed along 
the routes. 

St Paulus campus is SMOKE-FREE. 

Please do not bring dogs, even on leads, to the event. 

All St Paulus Fun Days are closed events and are for our own pupils and their immediate families.  

Dean’s Stationery Lists 2020 
These will be sent home for all pupils from Grade R – Grade 7 2020, by 
13 September. 
Payments are made directly to Dean’s by 26 October and packs for 
Grades 2 - 7 will be delivered to the school by 5 November. 
Pre-School and Grade 1 packs are handed out at the Welcome 
Morning on 2 November.  
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Dealing with social issues 
A school is a social environment, and during the 
course of any given week, our HODs often spend 
upwards on 3 full school-day working hours, 
comprising as much as 15 hours, investigating 
reports and allegations of bullying and other social 
scourges.  

Because we deal with small humans, and large 
numbers of them at a time, we are aware that, 
while we strive to create a safe and happy space 
where all can live in harmony, the offshoots and 
over-spills of social trends; bullying, harassment, 
aggression, racism, depression, hopelessness, and 
even gender-based violence, all so evident in 
society at large, will unfortunately be evident within 
our, as within any, school community, as schools 
remain microcosms of the societies within which 
they function. 

But – where we perhaps stand apart from many 
other educational institutions and our society, is that 
we consciously take a stand against social trends 
which are destructive and not life-enhancing. It is a 
fact that we take a firm stand against bullying and 
harassment and we investigate every report and 
allegation – hence the time spent weekly. We take 

this very seriously and walk our talk when it comes 
to our zero- tolerance policy of bullying and 
harassment. 

As we are skilled at teasing out truths within a story, 
and as we know from experience that, in most 
instances, there are as many perspectives of any 
one given incident as there are people involved, 
we believe that our investment of time is both 
essential and well spent.  

It is so difficult for parents, whose natural reaction is 
to protect their children, to remain objective when 
their child is hurting, but my appeal is that, most 
especially when things have gone wrong, you trust 
the institution to which you have entrusted the 
education of your children, and you give its staff 
the support, and the space, to deal with issues 
professionally, compassionately and decisively and 
to make decisions moving forward which are life-
enhancing, restorative and in our children’s best – 
interests. 

We really are good at what we do and we do get 
to the core of complex issues. We just need to be 
given the chance and the support to do it our way.  

It is a natural reaction of every loving parent to 
want to remove obstacles from their children’s 
paths, as no one wants a child to suffer pain or 
anxiety. But is every intervention necessary and is 
every intervention in our child’s best interests?  
 Would she have learned to ride her bike with 

balance and precision if we had not taken the 
risk and removed those training wheels? 

 Would he be able to run and climb and 
negotiate that obstacle-course if we were too 
afraid to let him climb that jungle-gym alone? 

So often, we unwittingly become the obstacle 
which our children need to overcome in order to 
develop resilience. 
What is resilience? 
One definition notes it as: “… the ability to bounce 
back after a stressful situation, challenges, 
tragedies, trauma or adversity.” 

Building resilience in our children 

Are we succeeding in building resilience in our children? 

Resilient children are courageous, more curious, 
more adaptable and more able to venture out into 
an uncertain world with confidence.   
Resilience is NOT leaving children to fend for 
themselves and to do it all alone. That is neglect. It 
is about forging those strong, healthy bonds 
between significant adult and child. It is about 
knowing when to “be there” just to walk alongside 
one’s child, act as a sounding-board and cheer-
leader, and to keep her “keeping on” to face an 
obstacle independently, and when it is necessary 
to intervene pro-actively, to hold his hand as he 
walks as you know intuitively that you need to be 
there visibly as this one is just too tough to do alone. 
And the positive thing is that we can TEACH 
resilience. 
Newsletter 29 will include: Practical Tips for Building 

Resilience in our Children.  
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 Know that we shall thoroughly investigate a 
report or allegation 

 Know that we always follow up, and deal with 
those in the wrong and that we do not “do 
nothing.”  
Respect that we do not publicly report the 
actions taken against individuals, as we need 
to respect the fragile dignity of all and most 
especially those who have erred and who 
need assistance to restore where possible 
and to accept the consequences of their 
actions. 

We are committed to RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
but have procedures which do include 
suspension and exclusion, if and when these 
dire consequences become necessary in the 
best interests of all our children.  

 Support us when your child has erred and do 
not become defensive – know that it is not 
our role or in keeping with our profession or 
our school’s ethos to “pick” on children or 
falsely accuse them.  

Do NOT conduct your own investigation and 
do not approach other children on our 
campus, and do not depend on “child 
witnesses” to support an allegation.  

Give us the time, the space – and your 
support - to follow our tried and tested 
processes. 

Do NOT approach, interrogate, or verbally 
attack children whom you think have bullied 
you child.  All children on our premises are 
under our jurisdiction and we need to protect 
them. When an adult accosts a child, this is 
bullying. 

Do NOT contact parents directly to report 
incidences which have happened on our 
campus. Respect the fact that we are the 
ones who need to be given the opportunity 
to deal with these issues and know that we 
shall always revert to those parents who 
should know what has taken place. 

 Know that there will be as many perspectives 
of an incident as there are people involved 
and that your child’s version, while it may be 

Survival tips for Moms & Dads 
when they want to help their child/ren 

TRUST THE SCHOOL AND ITS PROCESSES AND PROCEDURES 

the valid one, could well be no more than his/
her perspective, and that if it is the valid one, 
we shall in the course of our investigation 
recognise it as such. 

Don’t fall into the trap of believing that your 
child will never lie as time and life will prove 
you wrong.  

ALL children lie at times, as do most adults. 
 Take on board our well-worn adage: There 

are 3 sides to every story: Yours, mine and the 
Truth.  

 Know that we listen to ALL children when 
investigating an incident and that we do not 
jump to conclusions.  

 Try always to be objective and avoid knee-
jerk reactions 

Don’t make the mistake of moving your child 
from the environment when an obstacle is 
met, as more often than not you move the 
problem with your child. Be there to support 
and help your child to negotiate problems 
positively. 

 If you need us to help with an issue involving 
your child and a teacher, do not tie our 
hands by urging us not to “tell the teacher as 
she/ he will pick on the child.” As teachers are 
people too, they will have bad days, and 
they will make mistakes and may well be 
unnecessarily harsh on occasion. If we are not 
able to deal openly, honestly and 
professionally with the teacher concerned, 
we cannot help you or resolve the situation. 
Please acknowledge that there may well be 
teachers in our profession who do “pick” on 
children, just as there are medical 
practitioners or attorneys who are negligent in 
their profession, but to imply that a teacher 
will “pick” on a child is an insult to that 
teacher’s professional integrity and 
demeaning of our profession. 
If an adult were to take something “out on a 
child” – and this would need to be fully 
established – it would be dealt with decisively 
just as we deal with children who make errors. 

And most important of all: TRUST  TRUST  TRUST  
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Sport Results 

We look forward to seeing all our 

parents at our Spring Day Spring 

Walk on Saturday.  

Ms Celeste Erwee lost her grandfather on 
1 September. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with her and her family. 

We were pleased to welcome Ms Tarryn 
Furstenberg back after her family’s car 
accident on 23 August.  We are grateful that 
all family members are recovering well.  

Ms Vida Botha will be leaving us for her 
Maternity Leave directly after the Pre-School 
Concert, on 10 September. 

We welcome Ms Louise van Rooyen, who has 
already joined us. She will be standing in for 
Teacher Vida until the end of 2019.  

Staff News 

Teacher Louise van 
Rooyen will be available 
on Monday, 
9 September, 16:00 – 
17:30, to meet any 

parents who would like to pop in and greet 
her.  

Ricci Morelli has been awarded a Soccer 
Scholarship to Crawford College for 2020. 
Well done, Ricci! We are proud of you.  

Ahead 
Friday, 6 September: 
Hockey League Boys: 
U13A & U13B vs Rooihuiskraal @ St Paulus 
U10 & U11 @ Eduplex 
Saturday, 7 September: 
Spring Walk 
Monday, 9 September: 
Pre-School Concert Dress Rehearsal @ 10:00 
Tennis League: 
U11 Boys vs Loreto Queenswood @ Loreto 
Open D5 vs Pierneef @ Pierneef 
Tuesday, 10 September: 
Pre-School Concert @ 18:00 
Hockey League Boys: 
U13A (17:00) & U12 (17:45) vs Constantia Park 
@ Hatfield Christian School 
Wednesday, 11 September: 
Athletics @ St Paulus: 
Track, Field & Relay 
U7 - Open 
Thursday, 12 September: 
Hockey League Boys: 
U13B (16:30)vs Constantia Park @ Hatfield 
Christian School 
Friday, 13 September: 
End-of-Term Mass @ 08:00 
Athletics @ DSG – Track & Relay 
Saturday,14 September: 
Hockey League Boys: 
U10 (08:30) and U11A (09:15)vs Constantia 
Park @ StPaulus 
Girls’ Mini Hockey @ Pretoria Chinese School  
Monday, 16 September: 
Grade 4 Camp [returning on 17 September]  

Meet-the-Teacher 

30 August - 5 September 

Friday, 30 August 2019: 
Boys Hockey Matches vs Maragon 
STP U10 A vs Maragon U10 – STP Lost 3-1 
STP U11 A vs Maragon U11 A – STP Drew 1-1 
Saturday, 31 August 2019: 
Mini Soccer @ Theresa Park 
U6 – Played 5, Won 1, Drew 1, Lost 3 
U7 – Played 6, Won 3, Drew 2, Lost 1 
U8 – Played 7, Won 2, Drew 5, Lost 0 
U9 – Played 6, Drew 3, Lost 3 
Boys Hockey Matches vs Maragon + Skuilkrans 
STP U13 A vs Maragon U13 A – STP Won 4-0 
STP U13 B vs Skuilkrans U13 A – STP Lost 4-0 
STP U12 A vs Maragon U12 A – STP Lost 2-1 
STP U11 B vs Skuilkrans U11 B – STP Won 1-0 
Monday, 2 September 2019: 
Tennis League Matches 
Boys Open A vs PTA Oos – STP  Lost 32-23 
Boys Open B vs Rietondale – STP Won 29-26 
U11 Boys vs L/S Queenswood – STP Lost  
Tuesday, 3 September 2019: 
Boys Hockey vs EduPlex 
U12 A vs EduPlex – STP Lost 1-0 
Thursday, 5 September 2019: 
Boys Hockey vs Theresa Park 
U11 B STP vs U11 Theresa Park  A – STP Won 2-0 
U13 B STP vs U13 Theresa Park A –  Drew 0-0  

Congratulations 


