
  

 

ST PAULUS NEWS 
St Paulus Pre-Primary and Primary School 20 September 2019                                                       #30 

Dear Parents 
Heritage Day 

Leave your print 

We had a most enjoyable Heritage Day celebration today – the school was a festival of colour as our children 
wore traditional dress and some wore items of clothing representing their specific nationalities.  
Our Sepedi teacher, Mma Kgotse, set the tone with her Heritage Day and her “Bapedi” Festivals which took place 
last week. For their activity, our Grade 7 pupils put on a culinary display of traditional foods from the different 
nationalities and cultures which are represented in their group and all ingredients and recipes were written out in 
Sepedi. 
Our Grade 3 - 6 pupils have been involved in a Survival Course – and are being exposed to African traditional 
dishes and foods. While sampling some foodstuffs never before tasted, they have learned more about one 
another and they have also learned to name different foods in Sepedi. 
Ke a leboga, Mma Kgotse. Bana ba rena ba bile letšatši le botse ba ithutile ditšo le morate e papanego.  

To set the tone for our “Barefoot Day,” our Grade 7 
Leaders assisted all our children in their respective 
grade groups to leave their print on their Grade 
Banner. 
The banners, representing the colours of the rainbow, 
will be displayed early next term, to depict the 
rainbow of colour of our diversity, which collectively 
creates our unity.  
The money raised by buying your sticker will be used 
by the Catholic Board of Education to assist under-
resourced schools.  

Lost property 
Thank you to Mrs Rütsch who spends many hours a 
week sorting out our Lost Property and washing many 
of the articles as well. As some of our parents go into 
her classroom while her classes are in session and 
disturb the classes by looking through the containers 
while she is trying to teach, the decision has been 
made to store the Lost Property in another venue. 
Please do not go into Mrs Rütsch, or any of our 
teachers’ classrooms, while they are teaching as this 
impacts the most crucial process – teaching and 
learning. Lost Property may be fetched on the 
following days and at the following times:  Mondays 
and Thursdays @ 14:00.  

Our Grade 4 pupils enjoyed their overnight Camp at 
Sediba Kwele, near Brits. Thank you to Mr Travis Basson, 
the Sports HOD, and the teachers, Mesdames Kea 
Moganedi, Erika du Preez and Reneé Bredenkamp, for 
accompanying the group.  
The Grade 5 group will be returning from their two-
night Camp and are expected to return early this 
afternoon. We hope that they had a wonderful Camp. 
Thank you to Mrs Myriam van der Wielen, the HOD, 
Mesdames Jennifer Myburgh and Almarie Swart, and 
Mr Rebo Malebo, who accompanied the group.  

Grade 4 and 5 Camps 

I  wish all our families who will be travelling over our short break, Travel Blessings.  

May we all return safely to jointly face the final term of 2019. 

NB School re-opens for our children on Wednesday, 2 October. 

Sport results 

Saturday, 14 September 2019 
Boys Hockey vs Constantia Park 
STP U10 A vs Constantia U10 A – STP lost 2-0 
STP U11 A vs Constantia U11 A – STP drew 1-1 
Mini Girls Hockey 
U7 – Played 3, won 2, drew 1 
U8 – Played 3, won 2, lost 1 
U9 – Played 5, won 3, drew 1, lost 1 
Tuesday, 17 September 2019 
Girls Soccer @ TVC 
U11 – Played 11, won 7, drew 3, lost 1 
U12 – Played 8, won 6, drew 2 
U13 – Played 6, won 1, drew 1, lost 4 

2019 PARENT SURVEY 

There will be a survey going out to parents and we would 
like to invite you to give us 10 minutes of your time and fill 
this in. Your constructive feedback will really assist in guiding 
us in the best interests of our very special children.  
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All Grade 7s belong to one of our Clubs; SanParks Junior Rangers, Sustainable Gardening and 
Rotary Interact Clubs. These Clubs involve the children in a number of activities which are 
supportive of the environment and which reach out to children and the elderly in need. We are 
also collecting loose change to “Feed the Dog,” a project which supports our SPCA, which was 
organised by one of our Interacters, Rebecca Queiros.  

I have included a copy of a mail which I received from the staff member who has been in 
charge of our Rotary Interact Club, since its inception, in 2010. She wrote this after having been 
deeply moved by our children and the manner in which they so readily embrace people of all 
ages, after their outing to “Ons Tuis,” on 9 September: 

Dear Ms GA 

I am so proud of the 14 Interacters who went to Ons Tuis today. Most of the residents speak Afrikaans, and 

although our children were nervous to interact with the “Ooms and Tannies,” they gave it a go, in Afrikaans. 

The children sang for the residents and one of the ladies called out to Mmamo, who was playing the drum, and 

asked her to come and give her a hug. As the appeal was spoken in an indigenous language which most did 

not understand, she asked again in English, with tears rolling down her cheeks. Our young Interacter, ran over 

and hugged her spontaneously, and most of our girls were in tears by this time as well! The social worker asked 

the residents if our girls may give hugs – and you can imagine the response, many also in tears, as they seldom 

have young visitors. It was such a special moment to witness our kids hugging each and every person in the 

room. It is at times like these that I know that no matter how often our children may give us headaches, they are 

raised so well, and that they are not just educated academically, at St Paulus. 

After the gathering in the dining room, our pupils started the 1 and ½ hour haul from room to room to visit 

those who were not able to come to the gathering. Our children spent time chatting to each and every person 

with warmth, love and acceptance. 

How I wish that our politicians and the Leaders of our Country could have witnessed what I saw today. The 

future of South Africa – our special children – sharing love without even noticing any barriers of colour or 

cultural difference – just seeing elderly people willingly accepting love and just as willingly giving love in return. 

People loving people – A person is a person through other people. 

“Motho ke motho ka batho.” 

Thank you for all your support of our Interact Club and mostly for saying yes to all our weird and wonderful 

plans. 

Much Love 

Marize van Staden 

As you may well imagine, anyone who receives such a beautiful letter may well also have a 
tear in her eye. Thank you to the HODs, Mesdames van der Wielen, van Staden and Bukowski, 
and the Grade 7 teachers, Mesdames Angela Burrow, Pritashni Chetty and Tania Wessels, for all 
the time spent on running our Clubs.  

Grade 7 Social & Eco 
Responsibility Clubs 


