
  

THE ROLE OF SPORT AT ST PAULUS 

We have an holistic approach to education and work hard at developing all aspects of each child - body, mind 
and spirit – all being of equal importance. And everything which we do is underpinned by our ethos. Interestingly 
enough, our “ethos” was highly rated through our survey, being one of the most important reasons which parents 
cited for choosing to place their children at St Paulus. Our ethos needs to vibrate and needs to be evident in 
everything which we undertake.   

We are passionate about sport and our sports programme is extremely important to us. We see the purpose of 
sport as being to “enhance the educational, personal and physical development of pupils.”  We love winning - 
indeed there is little or no purpose in engaging in any sport, and most specifically team sport, if one is not focused 
on winning. But, winning is not our only objective and as it is the responsibility of a school to develop social skills 
and hone character, we acknowledge that losing is as integral and important a part of engaging in team sport 
as is winning. There are important life lessons to be learned from both winning and losing. We cannot even fully 
appreciate the joy of winning unless we are able to contrast it with the disappointment of defeat. 

While it cannot be the primary objective of a school to create champions, as the objectives of school sport need 
to include offering a platform for mass participation, developing sporting code, social and leadership skills, there 
are many top sportsmen and women, some who have been through our school, who do attribute their success 
to the skills and the life-lessons which they learned through their own school sports programmes. Many sportsmen 
and women have also acknowledged the role of the mini sports programme – the Bakers’ League Mini Cricket 
which evolved into the current Mini Cricket Tournament structure being one such platform, which at first glance 
may look tedious and boring, as being the very platform that assisted in skilling them and setting them on the 
road to a successful professional sporting career. 

It is worth repeating: We love winning and our focus in developing skills in our pupils will be to equip them to 
compete to win. But – it can never be winning at all costs, and it can never be at the expense of the team, or 
our ethos. We win and we lose – in keeping with our ethos. This means that, while we celebrate our victories, we 
do this graciously, and as we register disappointment at our defeats, it is done gracefully. There is no place within 
the confines of our ethos for: 

 Promoting the individual above the team – when we win we do it as a team. When we lose, we share the 
 loss – as a team.  
 Blaming the umpire or the referee or questioning decisions 
 Public displays of bad sportsmanship, angry outbursts and tantrums, or over-celebration  
 Sacrificing integrity to win - we do not want to win at all costs. 
 Putting Club commitments above our loyalty and commitment to our school. Our first responsibility must 
 always be to our school.  
 Questioning team selection 

It is more important than ever before that we have the support of our parents in using sport to teach important 
life-lessons: 

 Working hard to develop our skills 
 Accepting disappointment if we lose, or if we are not selected for the team of our choice 
 Acknowledging skill and ability – in our own and in our opponents’ players  
 Committing to working even harder, especially when we are disappointed 
 Learning to share 
 Depending on team members 
 Overcoming difference and making it work 
 Knowing that no one person is bigger than the game 
 Sharing the joy of victory and shouldering the responsibility of defeat 
 Treating our opponents with courtesy 
 Playing fairly 

Dear Parents 
There will be no Newsletter next week and any communications which may be necessary will be by SMS or short 
communication. 
We shall be sending out an invitation before year-end to any parents who would like to attend the Strat-Planning 
Workshop, scheduled for Saturday, 8 February. This will include a return-slip where you can identify 1 or 2 of the Focus 
Group discussions in which you are interested. 
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BRINGING JOY AT CHRISTMAS 
 

Our Intersen Phase pupils are packing the Santa 
Schoolbags for the children at the Tshwarang Kganang 
Orphanage in Hammanskraal. 
We are inviting our Pre-School and Foundation Phase 
pupils Grade in 00 – Grade 3 to each bring a Christmas 
gift. Please could you wrap the gift and mark it for a 
Boy/Girl, and the recommended age. 
All the Christmas Gifts which are received will be handed 
over to Mr Ken Walters, from the Knights of da Gama, at 
our End-of-Year Mass, on 29 November. The KDG 
distributes the gifts to families in the Pretoria diocese and 
outlying areas. 

 

The list of what is learned though participation in team sport is endless – but the most important aspect 
has to be that we participate for enjoyment. When children stop enjoying the activity, we have lost our 
way. 

At St Paulus we encourage all our pupils to participate in sport and we must continue to strive to offer 
the highest quality of coaching, but this will always be within our budget. We need the commitment of 
our parents to make their children available, for practices and for games. Supporting a young sports 
enthusiast in our homes is a long-term commitment and sacrifices have to be made. For us to field our 
best teams at all levels means that we need our players to be available. They cannot pick and choose 
when to be available, as this impacts the team.  

We also need our parents to support us. There is nothing more demoralising – and frightening – for our 
young coaches – than to be publicly criticised on the side of the field, and even more daunting - to be 
challenged and confronted by parents in public spaces, in front of one’s team players and other parents.  

To grow our children and to develop our sport, we need to work together – parents and staff – for the 
good of our children. And everyone who has raised a child knows that firm, fair discipline and the setting 
of realistic goals which need commitment and hard work to achieve, are what it needs to be about. We 
need to stop making it too easy for our children by intervening every time they hit an obstacle, and we 
need to stop over-congratulating them for small victories. We all know from experience that it is the things 
that we have had to work the hardest for, or to wait the longest before acquiring or attaining, that are 
the most prized. 

Our sports philosophy is a direct offshoot of our ethos. It is also the philosophy embraced by most well-
established Primary Schools, and most specifically adopted by member schools of ISASA – The 
Independent Schools’ Association of South Africa – of which we are a proud member. 

We shall be concentrating on Sport in one of our Focus Groups, at our facilitated workshop, which is 
scheduled for 8 February, 2020.   

In the interim, we have set up a small “Sports Feedback Team” comprising 2 parents and 2 sports staff 
members, and have a dedicated email address which anyone is welcome to use to send in queries or 
suggestions. The aim of this addition is to give parents a channel to share ideas and to get things off their 
chests, in a constructive, mature way, in keeping with our ethos.   

These are not anonymous and all mails need to have a contact 
person to whom we can respond:  
Email address: sportsfeedback@stpaulus.co.za 
[The Team: Coreen, Travis, Paul & Patrick]  
Let’s make it better – together. 

SWAPPING CLASSES 2020 
On 27 and 28 November, between 08:30 – 
11:00, our classes will roll over to 2020. 
Our Grade 7s will be assisting and will be 
working on the Final Assembly during 
these times. 

KARRI APP 
We would like to become completely 
cash-free and would also like to make it 
easier for our parents to make those 
smaller, incidental payments, as well as 
larger amounts, effortlessly. Attached is 
the information on how to download the 
Karri App, which is supported by Nedbank, 
but which is compatible with all banks. 
Using the Karri App will be our way forward 
from January 2020. 

NEW WEBSITE 
Have you gone onto our new website yet? We have received positive 
comments and compliments from organisations and people both 
nationally and internationally: Specifically that it is designed to carry so 
much info and remains un-cluttered, streamlined, and easily 
accessible. Congratulations to our Y-Frame designer and the small 
team which worked for over a year to get it up and running. 
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CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 

26 NOVEMBER 
 

The rain is very welcome. 
Weather permitting, we shall have an open-air 
concert on the Dominican Oval.  
We are erecting a stage and our children will be 
entertaining us to a medley of Christmas carols which 
will include our choirs and marimba and percussion 
bands.  
We would like as many of our children as possible to 
attend. We shall be starting with the one-hour show at 
17:30. All our children should report to the teachers by 
17:15. We shall be sitting together on the western side 
of the stage, so that we can get our children on and 
off the stage smoothly. 
Pupils may dress as Angels or shepherds if they would 
like.  
Families can set up their picnic spaces and relax and 
enjoy our children’s show. 
Bring along your picnic blankets, camping chairs, 
cushions – and a picnic basket and liquid 
refreshments. 
The Tuck Shop will be open for anyone who would like 
to buy refreshments. 
Once the show is finished, we shall all be able to relax 
and enjoy our picnic to the sound of Christmas Carols. 
NB If it is raining we shall move into the Hall. 
 
 

AHEAD 
 

Friday, 22 November: 
Exams end 
Grade 5 Textbooks Delivery 
Grade 7 Farewell 
Gr 6 Pool Party during school time 
Monday, 25 November: 
Grade 4 Textbooks Delivery 
Gr 5 Pool party during school time 
Fun Sports Activities 
Tuesday, 26 November: 
Fun Sports Activities 
Carols by Candlelight 17:15 – 20:00 
Wednesday, 27 November: 
2020 Grades Roll-Over for Grade 00 - 6 
08:30 - 11:00 
Grade 3 Textbooks Delivery 
Fun Sports Activities 
Thursday, 28 November: 
2020 Grades Roll-Over for Grade 00 - 6 
08:30 - 11:00 
Fun Sports Activities 
Friday, 29 November: 
End-of-Year Mass 
Grades 1 – 2 Textbooks Delivery 

STAFF NEWS 
 
Coreen Oosthuizen has been appointed to manage 
the Learn-to-Swim Programme for 2020. 
Ms Donelize de Winnaar has been appointed to 
replace Ms Oosthuizen, in the Sports Department. 
Ms Erika du Preez retired at the end of 2018 and has 
been with us in a part-time capacity, assisting with 
Languages, during 2019. She will be leaving us. We 
wish her well for the future and for the pending birth 
of her first grandchild. 
Ms Chrismari Nel, who has been in the music 
department in a part-time capacity, will be leaving 
us. We wish her well for her new venture. 
We shall be bidding farewell to Mma Beauty Maleka, 
who is retiring after spending 22 years in our Aftercare. 
We shall be honouring Mma Beauty at our Farewell 
Tea after Mass on 29 November. We shall also be 
having a party for her in the Aftercare on 
2 December. 
Ms Kayleigh Warnock, who has enrolled for a full-time 
Masters’ Degree in Psychology, will be leaving us. Ms 
Dani de Bruin will be joining us in 2020.  
Mma Khomotso Mokgoko, who has been our Servest 
Supervisor on campus for the past 10 years, has been 
appointed to join the Aftercare staff from 2020.  
Mr Rebo Maleba, who joined us in the Sports 
Department on a Learnership, will be leaving to study 
full-time for the next 3 years. He will still join us in the 
afternoons as a Coach. 
We wish the staff members who are leaving us every 
blessing for the future, and welcome our new staff 
members for 2020. 

May you 
have a 

peaceful 
weekend 

doing 
something 

special with 
your 

children. 
 

We look 
forward to 
our Grade 7 

Farewell, 
2019, tonight. 

Monday, 2 December: 
Fun Sports Activities 
Aftercare Pupils Christmas Party and 
Farewell to Mma Beauty Maleka @ 14:00 
Tuesday, 3 December: 
Final Assembly 
School closes: 
Pre-School @ 10:30 
Grades 1 – 7 11:00 
Wednesday, 4 December: 
Reports available 10:00 – 11:00 
Staff Christmas Function @ 12:30 
Thursday, 5 December: 
Support Staff Christmas Function 
Friday, 6 December: 
Admin Office closes @ 12:30 


