
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER #13 

17-04-2020 

Dear Parents 

 

Although technically a short one, this has been a really tough week. The reality of our situation is taking a 

hold and Day 21 of Lockdown, which was going to have been the day before our release, most certainly 

seems to have been a difficult day for many. It is so hard for everyone and harder for some – we need 

more than ever before to be there for each other and to stand by one another to get through this in the 

best interests of our children. 

 

We believe at this stage, as we all grapple with the ramifications of remote-learning, that the platform 

which we are using is the best one for us. We are already putting other options in place in the event of 

there being another extension to the lockdown, but at this juncture, we shall continue to use google 

classroom as our platform. We had hoped that the inclusion of the video lessons presented by our 

specialist teachers which were uploaded this week, would be a “fun” addition to our programme and I 
apologise to any parents who have felt overwhelmed by this. We are currently all caught in a situation 

that lends itself to our being overwhelmed – as we all juggle our personal work commitments with the 

needs of our children and the added pressure of running our homes – and nearing the 3 week mark of this 

taciturn existence has been a reality-check. 

 

There are so many ways of dealing with the delivery of teaching and learning, so many platforms from 

which to choose and so many methodologies. We are grateful for all the suggestions and the advice that 

we are receiving, but, ultimately, it is the school which needs to decide on the route that it feels is best 

suited for its children and which best reflects its approach to learning. At the forefront of all our decisions 

and central to them, will always be our children. What is best for our children? And while some may feel 

strongly that we should do differently, there are others who are advising ways completely contrary – and 

ultimately, in all of this, we need to make the decisions and we need your support in these decisions. 

Because we need to get through this – together. 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please know that our teachers and administrative staff are working full-time -  much longer hours than a 

normal school day, and they are working in isolation. As you are finding on the home-front I am sure, 

everything takes so much longer. 

We have chosen to go a route which is the most user-friendly in terms of Wifi availability, data-usage, 

availability of devices for multiple children, as not all have access to all of these – and we shall continue 

to do our best and to improve the quality of our lessons. Please feel free to make contact with your 

children’s teachers, the HODS and the Principal. We are all available during the school day and we are 

there to assist you with helping our children. 

 

Thank you to those of you who have sent messages of support, appreciation and encouragement to our 

teachers. These are really appreciated. Also, thank you to all who have offered user-friendly advice, 

constructive criticism and suggestions as to how we can make our good better.  

I would like to thank the Heads of Department who are doing the most amazing job of keeping their 

departments together and on-track as well as assisting me wherever possible – it is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you to our teachers who have stepped up and who are working with enthusiasm, albeit differently. 

I am aware that some may feel that their children will fall behind. But what is it that they will fall behind in, 

and behind whom will they fall?  

We are all in the same situation across the globe and we are all united across the globe in our need to 

keep our children safe and to look after them spiritually, physically, intellectually and emotionally. And I 

give you our assurance that this is our priority. 

 

And let us never under-estimate the wealth of learning inherent in our current situation: 

 

May we 
Reverence the Earth more readily, 

Value one another more deeply, 
Love our children more freely, 
Inhale the air more graciously, 

Embrace our condition more humbly, 
Because of what we have been through - 

Together. 

Unfortunately, the 

school phones 

were affected by 

the recent electric 

storm and have 

not as yet been 

repaired. The cell 

number is: 

065 877 6899. 

We hope to see our 

parents and children in 

the not-too-distant 

future. 

Mindset PoP – New Primary School Pop Up 

Channel – Mindset Pop DStv channel 317 is 

featuring educational programming, 

covering the CAPS curriculum from ECD to 

Grade 9. 

Any parents who are not able to access our 

material online, or who would like to give 

their children more exposure, should access 

this channel. 

Nelson Mandela launched the mindset 

network/channel in 2003, to assist South 

African children with their education. 


