
 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER #14 

24-04-2020 

Dear Parents 

 

It has been an eventful week in that our President has addressed the nation twice, and while the most rigorous 

of restrictions are still in place, there is the anticipation of the easing of some of these as we are moved onto 

Level 4. 

 

There has been much speculation around the re-opening of schools, and the manner in which this will be 

managed, but as no official announcements have been made to-date, I am not as yet at liberty to add to 

these speculations. 

 

What needs to be communicated up-front, is that we are poignantly aware of the emotional toll that this has 

taken on our children, and that emotional wellbeing will be a priority for all of our pupils, as well as our staff. 

We have been working tirelessly, and I have been attending a number of webinars and discussion groups 

offered by independent organisations, tertiary institutions, Principals’ Forums and ISASA, on what structures 

need to be in place and how we should structure our days and our programmes - which will have to look and 

be different, and how we should be dealing with assessment post-Lockdown. 

 

At present, we are already implementing all the necessary H&S protocols, and have purchased visors for all 

staff – these offer better protection than masks for adults in action, enabling the children to see their teachers, 

prevent the teacher or staff member from touching the face, and enabling them to speak unimpeded. We 

have also ordered extra sanitisers, wipes, cleansing agents and spray-bottles and although we have sanitisers 

in all classrooms, we have doubled up on this for this important cleaning protocol. We have purchased 

infrared thermometers as well. Social distancing will be a priority and we shall put measures in place at each 

juncture, to ensure that we are all fully adhering to these restrictions. 

 

The Shop has already started making cloth masks for our children. Every child will be issued with one mask on 

arrival. 

 

If you would like extra masks, they are available at a cost of R35 per mask, from The Shop.    

After all of this is in place, we shall address the “new-normal” and make every effort to relax our children, 

make them less fearful and give them a full school experience. 

We do plan to include physical exercise and sport for our children as most of them have not had the space or 

the opportunity to exercise. While all restrictions will be rigorously and meticulously enforced for our children’s 

safety, there are many creative ways of giving children sporting opportunities. 

 

Once we have more official information as to how the lifting of the Lockdown will apply to schools, this will be 

communicated immediately. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
But most important of all is the need for everyone to acknowledge that our approach to assessment for 

2020 is going to have to be managed differently. Parents must also be assured that we are experts in our 

field – we know how to educate and how to ensure that all the crucial building blocks will be in place. 

We shall do Diagnostic Testing quite rigorously, especially once all have returned, so that we shall be in a 

position to identify areas and skills which may need to be re-taught. We also conduct Baseline 

Assessments at the beginning of each academic year as part of our best practice. This will be carried out 

rigorously as well, so that teachers become immediately aware of any gaps which may exist and so that 

these are proactively addressed. 

 

More importantly, the teachers have continued to create curriculum-based material for our children 

throughout Lockdown and much of the work, most specifically at Intersen Phase, has been assessed. All 

the work has been designed to cover parts of the curriculum specifically with a view to ensuring that this 

has not been wasted time, but well utilised for learning. 

 

I want to assure parents that our teachers are working optimally to deliver remote-learning. This has been 

a new concept to which they have all readily adapted, and I thank them. Contrary to the view of some, 

teaching online is extremely time-consuming and our teachers really are working extremely hard and 

very long hours, as well as having to negotiate the same challenges as any other South African family – 

for some, reduced incomes, juggling the creating of learning spaces for their own children and running 

their households. While we have to rely on our parents to help and to ensure that our children are given a 

learning space at home, what parents have been compelled by circumstances to assist us with is 

termed; “Learning at Home.” It is not “Home-Schooling.” The school is still providing, devising and 

creating the learning material. 

 

I would like once more to thank our teachers for being committed, optimistic, enthusiastic and so willing 

to adapt-in-action. As with all of us, they nurse their own fears and concerns and are challenged by 

change - but they have continued consistently to have our children’s best interests at heart and they are 

doing an amazing job. Thank you! And thank you to our parents for your assistance and encouragement. 

It is really appreciated. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you every blessing, to appeal to you to continue to work with 

us in these most trying of times, and to invite you to help us, support us and walk with us as we plan for, 

and implement, the re-opening of our schools in such a different way and with much creative juggling. 

On the outside it may look very different, but under the surface, nothing will have changed: Every 

decision we make will prioritise our children, we shall continue to put God at the centre of all that we do 

and will demonstrate in all and every action: 

 

Service to God in service to God’s children. 

 

As life as we know it is so different, we could well miss our very important Public holidays 

which fall during next week. May we remember those who sacrificed so much in their 

struggle for justice and democracy, on Freedom Day.  Both Freedom Day and Workers’ 

Day also take on different nuances for us this year, in our plight against the COVID-19 

pandemic. 


