
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

At present as I write this there is no clarity as to when schools will re-open. While we 

are all anxiously awaiting this event what is very clear from the outset is that, any 

decisions which we make and any protocols adopted, will always be within the 

confines of the law and will at all times be based on the highest standards of safety 

and the wellbeing of our pupils, staff and parents. This is a time where we go to 

whatever lengths it takes to safeguard lives, and most especially, where we put at 

the forefront of every action taken, the safety and physical and emotional 

wellbeing of our pupils. 

 

The last few days have been confusing for all, and there has also been much 

speculation which only serves to unsettle us and to cause anxiety. I shall attempt in 

this newsletter to give you as much information as I am able to do and to map our 

way forward as best I can. I have attempted to do it in steps, or stages, which may 

make it clearer as we all navigate the “new-normal” that is impacting our lives. 

 

The proposed date for beginning of the phased-in return is 1 June. 

No official announcement has as yet been made. 
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• While there has been much discussion as to 

draft proposals for the return of pupils, we 

are still awaiting an announcement by 

President Ramaphosa as to when schools 

will re-open. The Minister of Basic 

Education, Ms Motshekga addressed the 

Media on 30 April, but there is no decision 

about an official date for the reopening of 

schools.  

 

• We do know that not all pupils will be 

permitted to return together and that a 

phased-in approach will be mandated. 

 

• With the announcement on 23 March that 

the Lockdown would commence on 

27 March, our educator staff immediately 

got busy to prepare material that could be 

printed out by parents prior to their having 

to stay at home.  

• By 1 April, when school should have 

physically re-opened for Term 2, we 

launched our online learning programme.  

 

We shall continue to offer our online learning 

programme until such time as all our pupils 

have been permitted to return to school.  

We also plan to continue to upload our 

learning material on Google Classroom, as 

well as introducing streaming, using Google 

Hangouts. Our choice of Hangouts has been 

made, rather than Teams or Zoom, as the 

majority of our parents have acquired gmail 

addresses and those who have been 

accessing Google Classroom are familiar 

with the platform. 

 

 

 

 



  

 

• We shall welcome our pupils who are permitted 

to return. 

• The Principal will meet with each group - ensuring 

that social distancing is in force from the outset - 

to reassure them, welcome them, and to go 

through all necessary protocols. 

• We are very aware that this situation has taken 

an emotional toll on our pupils. We shall make 

every endeavour to reassure our children, 

encourage and relax them, and assist them to 

fully embrace the situation and to return to a 

different normal in as relaxed a manner as is 

possible. 

• All lessons will take place ensuring that pupils and 

teachers consistently adhere to all protocols. 

• No sporting or school-related events that do not 

lend themselves to social-distancing will be 

permitted. 

• We shall introduce sports and exercise-related 

activities which lend themselves to social 

distancing with immediate effect. 

• Grades will return in accordance with 

the specified time-frames announced. 

• While we shall be concentrating on our 

core subjects immediately, all grades will 

be given the opportunity to engage in 

physical activities as well as Music, Art 

and other aspects of the curriculum. 

• No sporting or other events which would 

result in crowding will be allowed. 

 

 

 

• When our President announces that the 

epidemic is classified as “non-risk” and 

the “all-clear” is given in terms of the 

5 Phase-Coronavirus Plan, all our children 

should have been re-integrated into the 

school. 

• St Paulus will stop its online learning 

programme. 

• All activities and events will be resumed 

once the “all-clear” is given. 

 

 

  

 

• The date for the phased-in re-opening of 

schools is announced. 

 

• Clear guidelines will be provided as to what 

measures have to be taken and what needs to 

be in place prior to the opening of a school. 

 

• St Paulus is a member of ISASA (Independent 

Schools’ Association of South Africa). This body 

has offered a number of webinars for their 

Heads and is also advising its member schools 

on best-practice and what decisions we may 

make as an independent school to further 

safeguard pupils and to deliver our curriculum. 

The date for the phased-in re-opening of 

schools is announced. 

• As soon as we know when schools may 

start re-opening, and the dates of the 

phasing-in process for all grades, this will 

be communicated to parents. 

 

• When a grade is permitted to return, we 

shall resume teaching in real-time with 

very carefully structured procedures and 

processes in place to safeguard our 

pupils and their teachers. 

 

• We shall continue with our online 

learning programme as well as the 

phased-in classroom teaching as grades 

are permitted to return. 

 

• The online learning programme will 

continue until all pupils have been 

permitted to return to school. 
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This is a guideline to help parents to plan and to get some sense of the resumption of the school’s activities. 

The Principal may need to make changes along the way, depending on circumstances. These will be made 

in consultation with the SMT, Board of Governors and may be dictated by policies and procedures put in 

place by the President, the Ministers of Education and Health, or ISASA.  

 

Any and all changes will be communicated to parents and we shall also give you regular updates. 

PROTOCOLS AND MEASURES IN PLACE 

Standard Precautions and Control of Infection 
 

• Hand Hygiene – hand-washing, vigorously and correctly, will be demonstrated. Sanitizers 

are provided at entries to all classrooms. Hand-spray sanitizers will also be made available 

for all classrooms and at all entrances. 

• Liquid soap and hand-drying facilities will be available in all bathrooms 

• High standards of cleanliness will be observed at all times. 

• All classrooms will be fitted with electronic sanitizing-foggers, designed specifically for 

schools, which will emit electronically controlled, concentrated, sanitizing mist to fully 

sanitize classrooms and all surfaces at regular intervals when pupils are not in classrooms. 

• Electronic sanitizing foggers will be fitted in the staffroom, Media Centre, Hall and front-

office. 

PREVENTION AND CONTROL 

• All classrooms will be sanitised prior to the return of 

pupils 

• All bathrooms will be deep-cleaned prior to the 

return of pupils 

• Bathrooms will also be deep-cleaned once a week  

• Outsourced cleaning staff, fully equipped with PPEs, 

will be cleaning on a regular basis during the day, 

as well as sanitising door-handles, railings, light 

switches.  

• Outsourced staff have received training and will 

receive on-going training, on social distancing, 

sanitising and self-care. All are equipped with visors 

and masks, as well as gloves. 

• Staff will not be permitted to congregate and tea 

and lunch-breaks will be staggered. 

• Children will not be permitted to borrow or lend any 

stationery, books or equipment. 

• All stationery and books will be left on desks and will 

be regularly sanitised by the electronic classroom-

fogger while pupils are on the playground. 

• Class teachers will discuss 

options and protocols around 

bathroom-usage and 

changing arrangements for 

pupils. As we have never 

required our senior pupils to 

get permission to go to the 

bathroom, this will be 

managed with sensitivity and 

an awareness of personal 

need.  

• Every grade will be given a list of specific 

protocols before returning to school.  

• Infrared thermometers will be used at all entry 

points. Any pupil or adult with a temperature of 

38°C or above, will not be permitted to enter 

the premises. 

• Parents are urged not to send children to 

school if they are sick. 

• All pupils will have their temperatures taken 

with infrared thermometers. A sick pupil will 

need to be isolated immediately and parents 

will be required to fetch them immediately. 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The wearing of MASKS will be compulsory.  

• All our pupils will be provided with a mask as well 

as a visor. Children should arrive with a mask, 

wear a mask outdoors and return home wearing 

a mask.  

• The visor, which covers the full face, but which is 

transparent and which prevents touching of 

face or spreading of body fluid and which 

makes breathing and speaking easier, will be 

worn by teachers and pupils in classrooms. 

• Children will leave their visors at school on the 

desks so that these will be automatically 

sanitized overnight. This will also enable us to 

ensure that these remain at school for 

classroom-use and that they are not mislaid. 

• NO sharing of masks or visors will be permitted. 

• Social distancing will be adhered to within 

classroom spaces as well as on playgrounds.  

• Any classroom play-equipment (for younger 

pupils) will be regularly sanitised. 

• Jungle-gyms and sandpits will not be used 

until we have the all-clear. 

• Breaks will be staggered, toilet-use will be 

staggered, any changing will be strictly 

controlled and social distancing on 

walkways and in stairwells will be controlled. 

• Any visitors and all parents coming onto our 

campus will be subject to all our controls 

and will be required to wear masks. 

• Unless there is a specific need to get out of 

one’s vehicle, parents are requested to 

drop off and fetch children without leaving 

their cars.  

• When Aftercare reopens, we shall re-look at 

signing-out procedures until we are given 

the all-clear in terms of infection-risk. 

 

 

QUARANTINE PERIODS 

• Any staff, parents or pupils who have been 

exposed to the virus are required to disclose 

this to the Principal. 

 

• All mandatory protocols iro exposure and infection 

will need to be strictly enforced and all will need to 

adhere to these, and most specifically, the 14 days 

quarantine if one has been exposed. 

In enforcing our many protocols, we shall also at all times be mindful of the fact that we are dealing with children, 

who need to be treated with compassion. Our approach will at all times be invitational rather than punitive,  and 

except in the event of wilful disregard for the safety of others, we shall encourage and invite our children to work 

with us so that all can be safe. We also really do need to give our children the opportunity to be creative and to 

laugh and have fun - much-needed for all of us, I am sure. 

We know that the pandemic has touched us all, and some maybe more deeply than others, but that together we 

shall get through this - stronger, wiser, and with more compassion for one another. While our children may not have 

spent as many hours on specific classroom tasks and activities, they will have grown in resilience and flexibility - skills 

which will hold them in good stead throughout their lives. 

Please feel free to make contact using the school’s cellphone number if you have any queries:  065 877 6899. 

The concern in situations of this nature is that, 

while ensuring safety, we can so easily become 

judgemental and easily prejudiced. At St 

Paulus, we commit to taking all precautions to 

safeguard our children, as well as our staff and 

parents. But this will to be done with compassion 

and wisdom, as people should always be 

treated with respect and dignity and everyone 

will be treated equally, most especially in these 

most difficult times, without prejudice or 

discrimination. 

The children’s photographs and class photographs, which 

are taken annually, will be uploaded on Google 

Classroom for each grade. Parents who would like to buy 

these may order directly through O’Neill’s. A letter will be 

sent to parents with instructions on how to place an order. 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 
MAY YOU HAVE A RESTFUL, 

SAFE WEEKEND, DOING 

SOMETHING 

EXTRAORDINARY AS A 

FAMILY. 


