
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Paulus Pre-Primary and Primary School NEWSLETTER #17 ~ 15-05-2020 

 

On 24 April, a letter was sent out 

by the Board Chair, inviting parents 

who have been directly affected 

financially by the pandemic to 

make contact with the school 

through an email address:  COVID-

19@stpaulus.co.za. As a number of 

mails were received it took the 

committee some time to process 

these, to put the necessary 

documents in place and to 

respond directly to parents. The 

majority of parents who have 

made contact have received a 

response and we shall continue to 

process new applications. 

Dear Parents 
 
It was a very different Mothers’ Day but I trust that it was still a special day for 
our Mothers and Grandmothers. I was thinking of our very special Mothers’ 
Day picnic last year. We have had to skip that one in 2020 which calls for a truly 
bumper event in 2021. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020 

I have chatted to Msgr Marc de Meulenaere about the prospect of our First Holy 

Communion for 2020 and he has given an assurance that, if we are permitted to have a 

gathering later in the year, we shall still aim to have our First Holy Communicants having 

their First Holy Communion. At present we cannot predict a date but we shall keep in 

contact with our Parents to finalise arrangements. 

We would like to set up a group for our parents and the pupils who are due to receive the Eucharist for the first 

time. Ms Gaylard and I have chatted and she will be collating material so that we can continue the preparation 

for this very important event in the spiritual journey of our Catholic pupils. At present, we have 22 Grade 3 pupils 

enrolled in this class. If there are any Catholic pupils between Grade 4 – 7 who have not as yet made their First 

Holy Communion, please make contact with the school.  

Both Ms Gaylard, who is the First Holy Communion teacher, and Ms van der Wielen, who is our Religious 

Education and Pastoral Care HOD, will be involved in giving input on the group. We aim to have some 

interactive sessions to discuss issues with the children as well as giving the parents some guidance and 

guidelines to help in the preparation for this event. Fr Marc will also give input and suggest some topics for 

reflection. We would like to stream an interactive Mass for the children – where Fr Marc can explain the 

celebration and Ms van der Wielen would also like to organise interactive sessions for the pupils. 

Ms van der Wielen will be in contact with parents in the near future to set up the FHC Group. 

COVID-19 RELIEF 

PROGRAMME 
ONLINE TEACHING 

We introduced some streaming at the different levels, using “Google 

Hangouts,” during the course of the past two weeks. We would like to 

use “Google Meets” as well, moving forward as it has some 

advantages, specifically, that it is more secure, and that it can 

accommodate bigger numbers in each session.  Please ensure that 

you send the preferred gmail address to your child’s class teacher so 

that we are able to include all pupils in our meets sessions. We shall be 

sending out more details on this through the WA groups. When 

teachers are able to return to school, many will be doing their online 

teaching from their classrooms. To have the staff back on campus will 

also enable us to fully ensure that all our protocols are in place as 

teachers can assist with the Risk Assessments in their own classroom 

spaces. Online teaching will continue until all our pupils are able to 

physically return to school. These are difficult and uncertain times and I 

would like to thank you for your consistent support and most especially 

for continuing to honour your school fee commitments. This is greatly 

appreciated. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

RETURNING TO SCHOOL 

We have as yet no clarity on the date for the re-opening and no school may open prior to the date which will 

be announced by the Minister, Ms Angie Motshekga. 

ISASA is negotiating the possibility of independent schools being able to determine their own roll-out for the 

staggered return once our first group, which will be our Grade 7s as our seniors, have returned. 

If we are permitted to do so, we would like to look creatively at ways in which all our grades are given the 

opportunity to come to school as soon as possible. We also want to ensure that we adhere to all requirements 

for social-distancing from the outset which could involve grades in different parts of our buildings being able to 

return while we phase in the return of neighbouring grades. It may also mean that we could bring a grade 

back for only a few days in a week and alternate this with another grade – giving two grades, instead of one - 

the opportunity to be at school. 

Prior to the return of any grade, I shall be sending out an online form with a link, to be filled in by parents. As we 

know that some parents will opt not to send their children back when their grade returns, knowing our numbers 

in advance will also assist us with our social-distancing protocols.   

We shall keep you updated as soon as we have more clarity. 

AFTERCARE 

Our Aftercare facility will remain closed 

until further notice.  

No Aftercare fees will be charged until we 

are able to re-open. 

COLLECTING BOOKS & STATIONERY 

I am sure that there are parents who 

would like to be able to collect books 

and stationery from their children’s 

classrooms and lockers. We would like to 

facilitate this but it has to be strictly 

controlled in adherence to all required 

COVID protocols and most specifically: 

• Avoiding crowding and any form of socialising 

• Full screening on entry – access only through 

Boekenhout Street entrance 

• NO children may accompany their parents.  

The HODs and Principal will be available to assist you on 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday next week between: 10:00 

– 12:00 and all classrooms will be open during these times. 

Please do not come earlier than 10:00 as there are many 

people in our suburb who walk in Boekenhout Street between 

06:00-09:00. 

Please assist us by ensuring that there is no socialising in the 

car-park or in classroom spaces as this would be contrary to 

permitted COVID protocols for schools. 

If you would like to make contact with the school please use 

the cell no:  065 877 6899. 

May you have a peaceful 
weekend 

with your children. 


