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This policy has been drawn up after consulting widely with medical practitioners as 

well as other schools and organisations, to ensure that the highest standards of 

hygiene and all safety precautions have been implemented in accordance with 

the requirements of the Departments of Basic Education and Health and the 

National Institute for Communicable Diseases. 

The overriding principle is the safety and wellbeing of our pupils and our staff and 

this will dictate the measures which will be required to ensure that our whole school 

campus is a safe space, and that it remains a safe space, during the pandemic and 

into the future. 

This policy will be reviewed and revised regularly in line with any decisions made by 

the Department of Health in response to the changing situations relating to COVID-

19 and most especially in line with any school-readiness requirements and protocols 

which are mandatory. 

 

 

What is COVID-19? 

SARS-CoV-2 is a new strain of Coronaviruses that has not previously been identified 

in humans. COVID-19 was identified as the cause of an outbreak of respiratory illness 

first detected in Wuhan, China. 

 

 

These may include fever, cough and shortness of breath. These may appear within 

2 days or only 14 days after exposure. 

 

 

It is most commonly spread from an infected person to another by: 

• Being in close proximity to an infected person who is coughing/sneezing 

• Personal contact such as touching, hand-shaking/holding 

• May be picked up from an object or surface which has the virus on it, then 

touching mouth, eyes or nose. 
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• There is no vaccine currently available 

• Regularly washing hands with soap and water, vigorously, for no less than 

20 seconds 

• Using alcohol-based sanitizer (at least 60% strength) regularly and to alternate 

with hand-washing 

• Cough/sneeze into flexed elbow 

• Avoid touching face, mouth and nose 

• Sanitise, clean and disinfect objects and surfaces regularly 

• Adhere to social-distancing protocols and avoid close contact 

 

 

The Minister of Basic Education, has proposed that the roll-out for the return of pupils 

may begin on 1 June. This is subject to revision and the date may be changed. 

• Grade 7 pupils will be the first grade to return. The decision as to the roll-out 

will be decided when more information is available.  

We shall need to stagger the return in accordance with agreed time-frames for 

pupils as dictated by government. If there is some autonomy for independent 

schools this will be communicated by ISASA. We shall then devise our own roll-out to 

accommodate our pupils. Parents will be kept informed as soon as more information 

is available.  

1. Prior to the return of any pupil to the campus, parents must fill out and return 

an online form which will be sent out prior to the grade-specific return-date.  

2. Online learning will continue until all pupils have returned to school. 

3. We shall continue to offer online learning once a grade has returned, for those 

children in the grade who are not able to return along with their grade. 

 

 

1. Masks - All pupils will be required to wear a cloth face-mask and should arrive 

at school wearing a cloth mask from home.  

Each pupil will be given a cloth mask and a visor from the school.  

The visor is only for use inside the classroom.  

All pupils and adults must wear cloth masks to and from home and must wear 

a cloth mask on the playground. 

Teachers will be provided with visors for wearing in classrooms and they will 

also be provided with a cloth mask. 

Masks may never be shared.  

Masks must be washed daily in warm, soapy water.  

 

NO MASK - NO ENTRY TO OUR CAMPUS 

HOW DO WE PREVENT THE SPREAD? 

MANAGING THE RETURN 

MEASURES IN PLACE 
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2. Hand-Hygiene - Hand-cleaning routines will be practiced and drilled. 

Liquid soap is available in dispensers in all bathrooms and hand-driers have 

been fitted. 

Teachers have all been given spray-bottles which will be filled with sanitiser 

with an alcohol content above 60%. These will be used regularly during the 

school day.   

There are also sanitisers fitted to a wall in each classroom. 

Pupils may carry their own small bottles of sanitiser. These should be clearly 

marked and children are responsible for looking after these.  

Hand-Sanitiser Floor Units (operated by foot) will be at all Entry Points.  

3. Classrooms have been cleaned and sanitised. 

4. Classrooms will continue to be cleaned daily.  

Automatic-Foggers have been fitted in all classrooms and classrooms will be 

automatically sanitised before school and during the course of the day.  

5. All stationery and classroom equipment, including visors, will be placed on 

desks before pupils go out for morning and lunchtime breaks. 

These will be automatically sanitised. 

6. The sharing of stationery and books will not be permitted. 

7. Social-distancing will be managed by staff in classrooms, along corridors, in 

bathrooms and on playgrounds. 

8. All bathrooms have been deep-cleaned and will be deep-cleaned once a 

week. 

9. Bathrooms will be cleaned regularly throughout the day. 

10. Door-handles, railings, doors and light-switches will be sanitised regularly 

during the day. 

11. Class teachers will discuss protocols around bathroom visits as well as 

controlling and managing changing. 

12. There will be designated staff members at all times to manage movement on 

verandas, in stairwells, on playgrounds, from the car-park after drop-off, so 

that children are reminded of the importance of social-distancing. 

 

 

1. Parents should use the school’s main entrance in Boekenhout Street until 

further notice. 

2. Parents should drop pupils off in the main car-park and should not leave their 

vehicles. 

Visits to the school will be kept to the minimum.  

If a parent would like to meet with the Principal or HOD this will be by 

appointment. 

A meeting in Teams may also be scheduled on request. 

 

 

DAILY ROUTINE AND GENERAL RULES 
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NB  

Parents should check on children’s temperatures before leaving home. Any child 

with flu-like symptoms, severe stomach cramps, or raised temperature, should not 

be brought to school.  

 

 

Until further notice all pupils will use the entrance to the Administrative Block to enter 

the school Building. 

Other Entry Points will be added as the number of pupils on-campus increases. These 

will include: 

          Grade 1 and 2 Entrance 

          Grade 3 classroom entrance 

          Pre-School Entrance 

3. All outsourced staff members are screened daily at the entrance to the 

school, have been trained in COVID-19 related etiquette, most specifically, 

social-distancing, and have been equipped with masks and visors, and 

sanitiser sprays. 

Lunch and tea-breaks have been staggered to ensure social-distancing.  

4. Pupils will proceed from the car-park to the entrance of the Administrative 

Block for screening. 

• They will be met by staff members in the parking area whose function it is to 

greet them and to ensure social distancing. 

• They will wait for screening in the garden-area in front of the administrative 

block, complying with social-distancing requirements. 

• Each pupil’s temperature will be taken using an infrared thermometer. 

• Any pupil who has a temperature of above 37’C will be separated from the 

other pupils immediately. 

• The First Aid Officer who will be on-hand at the entry point, will remove any 

pupil displaying flu-like symptoms, or raised temperature. 

• Any pupils displaying symptoms will be given a clean cloth mask and will be 

accompanied to the isolation room by the First Aid Officer. 

• Pupils who have been successfully screened will sanitise their hands under 

supervision, using the foot-pump sanitising equipment at the entry point. 

• Pupils will proceed to classrooms. 

• At the beginning of each day, temperatures and flu-like symptoms will be 

recorded electronically and saved. Any pupil who presents with flu-like 

symptoms will be monitored during the course of the day.    

• Until further notice the Locker Rooms will be out-of-bounds.  

Pupils will take suitcases to their classrooms. 

• Until further notice the Tuck Shop will not be opened and no meals will be 

served at school. 

ENTRY POINTS FOR SCANNING 
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• Pupils will be required to bring their own packed lunches.  

• Breaks will be staggered and pupils will be under supervision to ensure social 

distancing. 

• Once more than one grade has returned, home-times directly after school will 

be staggered. 

• There may be no socialising by parents in the car-park and children will be 

under supervision until they are in vehicles and they are leaving the premises. 

• Until further notice, Thursday Recycling has been put on hold to avoid 

crowding.  

• Until further notice, there will be no sports events, outings, tours or any form of 

activity which will result in crowding. 

• There will be sports-related activities and other activities on offer for pupils 

during the afternoon. These will adhere to all social-distancing requirements 

and will run between 14:00 -16:00.   

• There will be homework under supervision and catch-up sessions, respecting 

all social-distancing protocols, for those pupils who require these. 

• Wherever possible, while we are still on Level 4 and 3, pupils who are able to 

go home, either directly after school, or by 16:00, should be fetched by these 

times. Special arrangements will need to be made for any pupils who need 

to remain at school after 16:00. 

• The Aftercare facility will remain closed until further notice. 

• No play-equipment such as the sandpits and jungle-gyms may be used until 

the all-clear is given. 

 

 

1. Any pupil who presents with COVID-like symptoms, or who has a temperature 

of above 37’C, will be taken to the isolation room under the supervision of the 

First Aid Officer. 

2. Parents will be contacted and they will immediately have to fetch the child. 

3. Parents will need to take the child to their doctor or follow all protocols if there 

is a suspicion of COVID-virus infection.  

4. All recommendations of the attending doctor must be followed and the 

parent must advise the Principal of the doctor’s verdict.  

In the event of a positive case of COVID-19 being confirmed the school will:  

• Follow all the protocols as set down and stipulated by the NICD  

• Notify relevant Health Officials 

• Notify Chair of Board 

• Notify the community and communicate protocols which have been 

outlined by NICD 

  

PRECAUTIONS 
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While there has been no reported case in South Africa of a child presenting with 

COVID-19, there will be children who may fall into a HIGHER RISK category, due to 

pre-conditions.  

Parents are requested to notify the school Principal of such conditions, supported by 

a letter from their Medical Practitioner. Such conditions are not limited to, but will 

include: 

• Any diagnosed immuno-compromising condition 

• Type 1 Diabetes 

• Severe obesity 

• Sever asthmatic conditions/severe respiratory conditions   

In such circumstances, a return to school will need to be dictated by the advice 

and recommendations of a registered medical practitioner. 

Parents must keep the Principal informed if they, or members of their family have 

been exposed to COVID-19 and they will need to adhere to the prescribed periods 

of quarantine. 

While this document seeks to exhaust all avenues in creating a safe space for our 

pupils, their families and the staff, there will be other protocols that may be in place 

which have not been included. 

The school will also conduct regular Risk Assessments and ensure that the 

appropriate mitigations are in place.  

These will be consistently revised to include newly identified risks and the way/s in 

which these may be proactively addressed.  

Ensuring the safety of our pupils and all on our campus is our priority, but we shall 

also make every effort to create a safe, happy, relaxed environment for our pupils, 

in order to enable them to pursue their education in as stress-free an environment 

as is possible under these circumstances.  

This Policy is a working document and will need to be updated at regular intervals 

and as conditions which impact on the school’s responses, change. 

 

Madeleen Gorst-Allman 

PRINCIPAL  
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