
 

 

 

 

St Paulus Pre-Primary and Primary School 
 

NEWSLETTER 26 
     24 July 2020 

Dear Parents 

 

We welcome all our pupils back for Term 3. We hope that the short break enabled everyone 

to rest and to keep warm. 

SCHOOL HEALTH INSPECTION 

The school underwent a full inspection which was carried out by the 
Tshwane Health Department, on 13 July. During the pandemic, all schools 
are subject to Health Department inspections to ensure that they are fully 
compliant and that all COVID protocols are in place. 
 
We were visited by an Environmental Health Specialist on 10 July and the inspection was 
conducted on 13 July. On Friday, which was the day on which we closed for our short holiday, Ms 
Ledwaba, who is a consultant for the Health Department, spent a few hours in the main carpark, 
where she was able to observe the pick-up routines which take place at 12:00, 12:30 and 13:00 
and most specifically the manner in which we implement social-distancing protocols at the end of 
the school-day. 
She also observed one of our Grade 1 classes going down for a PE session and was struck by the 
manner in which the children leave their schoolbags – all social-distanced on a social-distancing 
marker – along the pathway and how they returned after their exercise session to stand with their 
social-distanced schoolbags to wait for their parents to fetch them. 
The school was found to be fully compliant in all aspects. The Environmental Health Specialists also 
commented that they had not as yet visited a school as well prepared and as rigorous as ours is in 
the implementation of the mandatory standard operating procedures for schools. They requested 
permission to take pictures of our posters and signage and our Emergency Plans to share with 
colleagues and other schools. As part of our inspection, our Compliance Officer also took them 
through the signed-off copies of our “Weekly Standard Operating Procedures Check List” which is 
an internal procedure which we have implemented for ourselves, our First Aid Officer gave them a 
tour of the Isolation Room and explained its protocols, they were shown the procedures in place 
for the safe removal from the premises of Health Care Risk Waste (used disposable masks and 
tissues) and our ongoing, rigorous, deep-cleaning and sanitising regimes. 
Their conclusion was that the school goes beyond expectation in the implementation of its 
protocols which are in place to safeguard our staff and our pupils while on our premises. 



 
 

 
 

 

COVID-19 POLICY CHANGE 

The World Health Organisation announced 
recently that the period of self-isolation for 
anyone who has been exposed to a positive 
case of the COVID-19 virus has been reduced 
to 10 days. 
The school’s COVID Policy will be changed 
accordingly. The 10 days should be calculated 
from the day on which the positive result was 
received.   
Please remember that family members should 
self-isolate as well. 

COVID-19 AND RELATED ISSUES 

While COVID-19 is a declared pandemic and no one 
on our premises is able to control transmission, we shall 
continue to do everything possible to keep all on our 
premises safe. The most important practices remain: 

 Social-distancing 
 Mask-wearing 
 Hand-washing and regular hand-sanitising 

As the number of positive cases escalates, adherence 
to these protocols becomes more important. Please 
assist us by WEARING A MASK at all times and most 
especially when you are on the school premises. 
Please, also, remain in vehicles. We have staff 
members on-hand to assist children in alighting from 
vehicles and to find their vehicle at pick-up time. 
We need to also consistently remind ourselves that this 
virus is not selective and that it is virulent. Any one of 
us could become infected and those who test 
positive should not be stigmatised. Those who test 
positive also need support as it is a frightening 
experience and also a lonely one – many become 
seriously ill and those who don’t have to be 
hospitalised are required to self-isolate and have no 
human contact until they are medically cleared. 
Our children are in constant need of emotional 
support and if at all possible, should come to school 
as this gives them the opportunity to be actively 
involved in a social environment which assists in 
strengthening their resilience socially, emotionally, 
spiritually, physically and intellectually. Children need 
this stimulation and the chance to escape from their 
fears and the fear of the pandemic, which surrounds 
them. 

Further to the announcement by our 
President last night that public schools will 
close until 24 August, I confirm that St 
Paulus as an independent school will 
remain open, God willing.  
We shall continue to adhere to our rigorous protocols for 
the safety and wellbeing of both pupils and staff, and 
our children from Grade 00 – Grade 7, are encouraged 
to attend school.  We shall never at any stage 
compromise the safety of those on our premises and a 
decision will be made if it becomes necessary, to 
safeguard people. However, we shall make every effort 
to continue face-to-face teaching in as happy and as 
structured an environment as is possible, as we believe 
that being able to attend school and to access 
education is not only an inalienable right, it is also in our 
children’s best interests. At present, we are fully on track 
with curriculum requirements and shall continue to work 
consistently to ensure that all curriculum requirements 
have been adequately taught and mastered in 
readiness for progression to the next grade.  
Our Foundation Phase intervention programme which 
runs after the school day to assist those pupils who need 
extra support, is running extremely well and our children 
are enjoying their extra classes. We shall be introducing 
intervention sessions in the Intersen Phase for those who 
have been identified for these classes, with effect from 
27 July. 
I once more emphasise that, as we are operating a 
school in a pandemic, it remains the decision of parents 
whether or not they send their children to school. We 
shall continue to provide online support to those who 
are at home. 
I would urge parents whose children are at home to 
provide the necessary structure as the discipline 
provided by a structured school environment is essential 
for our children’s development. Some of our senior 
pupils have told teachers that they choose to stay 
home at times - to sleep late and relax. Having such a 
choice is not really a viable option for High School or 
later in life and the discipline of getting up and settling 
into schoolwork is a necessary part of growing up. 
As we move towards increasing the online assessment 
options in the Intersen Phase for those who are at home, 
we are also going to have to introduce certain 
parameters so that we have consistency in levels of 
achievement. This will be communicated shortly. 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 



 
 

 

 

Tate Nelson Mandela continues to be an inspiration for all who are committed to 
striving for social justice. Now, more than ever before, against the backdrop of the 
importance of the #Black Lives Matter movement globally, which accentuates 
inequity and abhorrence for senseless brutality, we are called upon to commit to 
fight any “ism-thinking” that may still exist within society. We have zero-tolerance for 
any forms of prejudice, stereotyping and discrimination within our own community 
and in society, and are committed to upholding the dignity of the human person 
and the sanctity of Life. 
 
Tate Nelson Mandela, along with the mahatma, Mahondas Gandhi, was an avid proponent of equality 
and of the limitless gift of human potential. His courage in the face of bigotry and oppression is legendary 
and his untiring commitment to changing the world for the better remains for us a beacon of hope. 
As a man who withstood great hardship and indignity at the hands of his oppressors, he retained an 
unequivocal belief in the power of empathy, honesty and dialogue, which he utilised in his endeavours to 
work towards healing the deep, intractable wounds, in our country. 
 
Mr Mandela committed 67 years of his life to striving for social justice. We are being called upon to do 
something special and significant in honour of those 67 years and in celebration of the anniversary of 
Mr Nelson Mandela’s birthday, which would have been on 18 July. 
 
Last year, we were able to do some exciting activities which included our seniors going out and clearing 
our suburb and the length of Cussonia Avenue, which borders the highway, of litter. Our Grades 4 and 
5 pupils cleaned up our immediate area in Boekenhout and Ysterhout Streets and our Foundation Phase 
and Pre-School pupils concentrated on cleaning up our own campus. 
 
Our Grade 7s wrote 67 Prayers of commitment to making our community a better place and these were 
shared with the school daily at prayer-times. 
 
The Grade 7s also collected items of warm clothing – scarves, beanies and socks – and hung these along 
the concrete fencing which borders the highway alongside the Botanical Gardens. These were 
accompanied by handmade signs inviting anyone who is in need to help themselves. 
 
This year we are committed to addressing HUNGER as there are so many children whose families are not 
able to provide them with even one meal a day. 
 
We would like to pack at least 67 Food Parcels to be distributed by Ransom, to families in an around 
Pretoria. Our food parcels will be distributed in the following areas where there is a need: Eersterust, 
Mamelodi, Danville, Elandspoort, Wolmer, Claremont, Daspoort, Akasia, Donkerhoek, Capital Park, Boskop 
and Preoria North. 
 

Please support our MANDELA DAY FOOD PARCEL DRIVE. 
 
Below is a Table of items which we are inviting our children in each of our grades to bring to their classes for 
collection. 

67 MINUTES FOR MANDELA – MANDELA DAY 2020 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you are able to do this, please provide 
your child with an item as listed on the 
schedule for his/her grade. If you are in a 
position to afford more than one item, this 
will be welcomed.   
Our Grade 7 Sustainable Gardeners and 
SanPark Junior Rangers will be collecting the 
food items - after all have been fully 
sanitised – and will be bringing them to a 
central venue for packaging. 
Our Grade 7 Rotary Interact Club members 
will be packing the food parcels which will 
be distributed by the Ransom Foundation to 
families in need in the areas listed above.  
We shall close the collection on Thursday, 
30 July and the food parcels will be 
packaged for delivery, on Friday, 30 July. 
We hope that our Drive will go even a small 
way towards feeding a few of those among 
God’s children who are hungry and that it is 
a fitting way to honour a worthy South 
African Hero – Mr Nelson Mandela. 

May you all enjoy a 

peaceful, warm weekend 

with your children. 

 
 
 

Gr. ITEM(S) 

7 5kg Maize 500g Jungle 
Oats  

6 2L Sunflower 
Oil 

1 tube 
Toothpaste  

5 
750gr Ellis 
Brown Coffee 
Creamer 

400g Peanut 
Butter  

4 2kg washing 
powder 

900g Apricot 
Jam  

3 
2kg rice 500g 

Speckled 
Beans 

 

2 2.5kg samp 2x 400g 
Pilchards 

 

1 

1kg white 
sugar 

Bar of Bath 
Soap 

Laundry 
Soap 
(green 
soap) 

00 
& R 

5kg maize 500g Jungle 
Oats 

 

FOOD COLLECTION 

Please do not dump bags full of 
recyclable material at our Recycling 
Village. We were greeted on Thursday 
by a number of black bags full of un-
washed and un-sorted recyclable 
material. As we are not able to have our 
Recycling Team on-hand there is no one 
who is able to address the problem. 
Please do not recycle during the school 
day. As no adults may leave vehicles 
while the children are on the premises all 
recycling may be done after school 
hours. 

RECYCLING ISSUES CONDOLENCES 

Mma Nonhlanhla Radebe lost her 
Grandmother. Mma Elizabeth Mothokoa 
lost a cousin in a motor verhicle 
accident on 13 July. 
Phatsimo and Phahama Ngwasheng, 
Joshua Oosthuizen and Lele and OB 
Toka all lost their Grandfathers recently. 
James, Hannah and Ava Chapman lost 
their grandmother. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with these 
staff members and pupils and their 
families as they grieve their loss. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We welcome Kayden Lee Puschavez, grand-
daughter to Mrs Pallozzi, who was born on 
Monday, 20 July. 


