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Laudare, Benedicere, Praedicare – To Praise, To Bless, To Preach 
 

Dominic Guzman, who was born in 1170 in Caleguera in Spain, and who died from pure 

exhaustion at the age of 51, in Bologna, in 1221, wanted to bring God to people and he 

wanted to do this by bringing about a clearer understanding of the incarnation - that God 

chose to become human in the person of Jesus Christ – thus emphasising the dignity of 

being human. 

Dominic’s overriding passion was to establish an Order of Preachers. He wanted his 

followers to walk and move among people – speaking and preaching with joy and passion 

– so that it was by their example and love that they could convince people of God’s great 
love. 

We need to understand Dominic’s objective against the backdrop of the society and the time in which he 
lived. In the 13th century, people had little or no involvement with Church hierarchy and they were expected to 

obey and to believe unquestioningly. At this time, it was only Bishops who preached so it was a revolutionary 

concept to found an Order of men and women who would walk among ordinary people and converse with 

them, as the clergy believed in their own importance and did not associate with ordinary people. 

Dominic insisted on the need to walk so that he was open to people and easily accessible.  It was ultimately 

this level of self-sacrifice – he even gave his bed to someone he considered needed it more than he - which led 

to his early death as he was completely exhausted by his unrelenting commitment to be present to people. His 

message to his Friars who were at his deathbed was: 

“Have charity, guard humility and make treasure out of poverty.” 

Truth is our Dominican motto and St Dominic was passionate about the pursuit of Truth. He never lost his sense 

of hope and joy, and he showed by his example that he had a burning passion for Truth and compassion for 

people and that the one without the other results in an imbalance.  As Dominic, we need to respond to situations 

with both head and heart. Dominic had few possessions but he remained joyful. It was only in the face of the 

plight of the suffering poor that he lost his sense of joy. He drew his joy from his love for humanity.  

“Dominic held people in the shrine of his compassion.” 

St Dominic will remain for me the epitome of what it means to be “fully human and fully saint.” He was 
intuitive to the Seignadu – The Signs of the Times. Although he had been born into a wealthy family, he 

surrendered wealth and social position and he never fell into the trap of feeling superior to others, dealing with 

people with wisdom and compassion – showing by his example what it means to truly work towards bringing 

about the reign of God on Earth.  

As a school which follows the example of St Dominic, we must continue to strive to be more like our founder - 

in our passion for truth and our compassion for people and in our sense of joy as we continue to live in hope that 

by our actions we shall bequeath to our children a brighter tomorrow - one which encompasses equity and 

harmony. 

May we also respond to the “Signs of our Times” - showing compassion and offering support to those who are 

afflicted with the Corona virus – and in working together to package as many food parcels as we can to provide 

food for families in need. 
 

Please bring your items of food for the Grade 7 Mandela Day (Jerusalema) Food Parcel Drive.  
 

If you have not yet done so, visit our FB Page and watch our Grade 7s grooving to Master KG’s hit anthem as they 

respond to the Jerusalema Challenge in their drive to pack as many multiples of 67 Food Parcels to be distributed 

by the Ransom Foundation to families living in squatter camps in and around Pretoria. 

 

THE FEAST OF ST DOMINIC 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As we are not able to have our celebratory Mass, we shall be 

showing our St Dominic’s Day Assembly in all classrooms on 
6 August. It will also be uploaded so that our pupils who are at 

home may watch it. 

The PTA will be providing our traditional “Dominic’s Donuts” – 

made in controlled conditions for all staff and pupils. Thank 

you to Bernice and her Team for continuing to support us in 

these different circumstances! 

We shall have a Pyjama Day on Thursday, 6 August to 

celebrate St Dominic’s Day. Please bring R5 and wear warm 

pyjamas on that day. 

The funds raised will go towards the Grade 7 charity 

fundraisers. 

The Grade 7 funds of 2019 and 2020 have assisted so far in 

equipping Morekolodi Primary with essential PPE equipment to 

be COVID-ready. 

ST DOMINIC’S DAY ACTIVITIES 

 

 

As all will be aware, we have not been able to finalise a date 

for this important event this year due to the COVID-19 

restrictions which are in place. If we are not able to have our 

First Holy Communion Mass in 2020 this will be scheduled as 

early as possible in 2021. We shall keep you informed as soon 

as we have any more details.  

Mrs Gaylard, the FHC teacher, sent out the “Reconciliation 
Booklet” some time back. Please will parents assist our First Holy 
Communion pupils in completing and returning the booklet to 

her. When the pupils have completed this unit, she will make 

the second First Holy Communion Booklet available. 

Msgr Marc will be celebrating an Assumption Day Mass at 

15:00 on 15 August, for parents and children of our 2020 First 

Holy Communion class, which will be livestreamed.  

Mrs van der Wielen will send out the details next week. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASS 2020 

School will close at the normal staggered 

times on Thursday, 6 August and will re-open 

on Wednesday, 12 August. 

We shall be using our extended Long 

Weekend to do extra full deep-cleaning and 

sanitising of the campus. 

May you have a warm and safe weekend doing something 
extraordinary with your children. 

THE SHOP 

Sibusiso Tholo, brother 

to Busi Mbonambi, in 

Grade RD, born on 

Wednesday, 29 July. 

 

We welcome Sibusiso to the St Paulus 

Community. 

Tracksuits are ON SALE while stocks last. 

All Sizes: Track Pants: R150 

Track Tops: R180 

ONLINE ASSESSMENTS 

We shall be issuing Reports at 

the end of Term 3 and will have 

Parents Meetings during the last 

week of term, 

from 14 – 17 September, as school closes on 

18 September. 

These will probably still need to be arranged 

online. 

As we need to ensure consistency in levels of 

achievement for those pupils who are 

submitting their assessments online, we shall 

be writing all assessments in the Intersen 

Phase at designated times which coincide 

with the times at which those children who 

are physically attending school will be writing. 

The online platform will be google meets. 

Pupils will be required to keep their 

microphones and cameras on for the 

duration of the assessment and the 

completed assessment will need to be 

submitted directly after the assessment is 

finished. The online assessment session will be 

invigilated by one of our teachers.  

Ms Bukowski will send the assessment time-

table and any other information to parents 

whose children are working online. 


