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St Paulus Pre-Primary and Primary School 
 

NEWSLETTER 29 
     14-08-2020 

COVID REFLECTIONS 

Dear Parents 
 

The extended Long Weekend 

was well positioned to give us all a 

chance to relax. 

The warmer weather which has greeted our return is 

also very welcome, especially for those of us who 

stand in the car-parks to welcome the children every 

morning - it has been quite brisk at times, especially 

for hands, as gloves are not worn. 

Although it is only just over 2 months ago that we first welcomed our Grade 7s back on campus on 1 June, so 
much has happened and we have learned so much with and from, each other, that it feels as if many 
months have passed. We received our permission to deviate in the implementation of our phased-in 
approach to returning, and our Grade 1s followed shortly after the Grade 7s, with all classes but our Grade 
00s, in full swing by 22 June. We had to wait a little longer for permission for our Grade 00s to return, but they 
finally joined us on 6 July. 
 

While making the decision to send one’s children to school during a pandemic is a difficult one, and there will 
be children who, on the advice of their medical practitioners, need to remain at home for health reasons, the 
return to school, though daunting, is most definitely in our children’s best interests and it has had so many 
positive off-spins. I was also interested to note, as included in an article entitled: “Going to school of greater 
benefit than staying away” by journalist Liam Ngobeni, [Pretoria News, Wednesday, 12 August 2020] that both 
the Paediatrician Management Group and the South African Paediatric Association support the return to 
school: 
 

The Paediatric Management Group and the South African Paediatric Association have argued that there [is] 
no clear evidence that closing schools significantly reduced community transmission… 
Dr Fiona Krtizinger, a paediatric Pulmonologist, was quoted as stating: 
 
… evidence points towards very limited spread of COVID-19 between children … [which] supports the 
evidence that asymptomatic children attending schools are unlikely to be significant spreaders of the disease 
… 
 

And that:  
 

The reopening of schools [has] also not resulted in any significant outbreaks at a population level … 
 

It is always heartening to receive affirmation from experts, for decisions made. We have never had to operate 
a school in the midst of a pandemic before, and while every decision made has been carefully weighed and 
all are made after much deliberation based on one’s expertise and experience, there is no manual or blue-
print to which to refer for guidance or affirmation, as we are moving in un-mapped territory and literally 
swimming in uncharted waters. 

Thank you to the PTA for our Dominic’s donuts – all 
individually packaged. They were really enjoyed by all 
on our campus.  
Thank you to all our parents and children for their 
generosity in response to our “Food Parcels for Mandela” 
drive. We shall let you know how many Food Parcels we 
packaged as soon as the packing is completed. 
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So much about this pandemic has been devastating – most especially for those families who have lost incomes 
and who struggle financially, and for those who have lost loved ones. How does one ever measure the cost of 
the suffering that so many have endured and may well still endure? 
 
But – once this has been acknowledged, from an educational perspective I have been amazed by the 
incredible learnings that have stemmed from our hardship and just how much growing we have all done – 
individually and collectively. I shall list just a few of these and invite you to add to the list from your own 
perspectives: 
 
 I have learned to laugh at myself more readily – during the first week of June it was of grave concern to 

me when two of our young boys arrived without masks. With hindsight I have realised that, while mask-
wearing is essential for all of our safety, for a young person to forget one accidentally, is far less important 
than ensuring the emotional wellbeing of our young people. 

 
 We now have a supply of disposable masks - and as so few of our children forget their masks, we are 

ready to make a plan to assist immediately. 
 
 Our children have learned to really value small things that they may well have taken for granted in the 

past – Pyjama Day and St Dominic’s Donuts were welcomed with such joy! Our Grade 7s so enjoyed their 
Movie House and Hot Chocolate treat last Friday. 

 
 Our children have developed independence – would our parents really have believed only a few short 

months ago that pupils as young as Grade 00, Grade R and Grade 1 could get out of a car 
independently, fetch their own suitcases and walk up alone to their classrooms? 

 
These little ones have proved to us that we so often under-estimate their abilities and that this is 
something which they are quite capable of doing and which they are actually proud to do. Our 
youngsters are developing resilience. 

 
 Those of us who wait in the car parks to help our children and to greet them daily have discovered that it 

is a highlight of our day. When we first embarked on our drop-off and pick-up protocols, I had decided 
to be physically involved only until all of our children had returned as this function involves a few hours 
daily – but I so enjoy being greeted by name, and greeting all our children by name, and seeing their 
smiles (occasionally tears which we can immediately address with compassion) behind their masks that I 
do not want to give it up just yet. The HODs all feel the same way about the privilege of taking time-out 
to greet our children daily.  

 
 Our children have developed resilience and compassion - they deal with one another differently. 

 
 Our Grade 7s especially, have become more reflective and think more deeply about issues. I have been 

giving them opportunities to give me written feedback on a number of issues and have been quite 
astounded by their level of perception and their depth of understanding. While this is a process which we 
are following in their journey to self-knowledge it is also honing their critical and analytical thinking skills 
which is going to hold them in good stead for High School. 
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May you have a peaceful weekend doing something enjoyable with your children. 

 Our teachers have mastered technological skills and have taken to online teaching like ducks to water – 
we shall continue to develop and utilise these skills in our teaching way beyond Lockdown and into the 
future. So many of us have been livestreaming lessons for convenience, and some because they are 
Higher Risk and are teaching remotely – but all who are doing it love it. And our children have responded 
so well to this platform and also enjoy it.  
 

 We have grown in gratitude and generosity – our children show genuine appreciation for all the treats 
their teachers give them - and for those special pre-packed party-packs to celebrate a classmate’s 
birthday.  
 

 Although many in our community are struggling themselves we have been overwhelmed by the 
generosity of our community. The donations of items for our Food Parcels for families living in informal 
settlements has been beyond expectation. We have never before collected as much food as in 2020. 
 

 The slower pace, although enforced, has given Mother Earth a chance to take a breath – there are so 
many positive indications of regeneration globally, and on our own campus, so many small creatures – 
Spotted Eagle Owls, Hares and even buck at times, frequent our spaces. 
 

 The majority of our children have really embraced the need to keep themselves and others safe and 
understand the importance of mask-wearing and social-distancing. We deal with far fewer discipline 
issues because our children want to be at school and help us to keep everyone safe. The fact that our 
older pupils remain in one classroom while the teachers move between classes has also improved 
discipline and saves so much teaching-time which was previously wasted on moving from class to class. 
The campus is quieter as a result, passages and verandas are litter-free and quality, unimpeded, teaching 
and learning are taking place. 
 

We do err on the side of caution in the implementation of rigorous protocols to keep our children and 
staff safe, but it is as a result of our rigour that we continue to manage transmission and our children 
have been able to continue to come to school. 
 
Please continue to help us to keep our campus as safe as is possible during a pandemic: 
 
 Mask-wearing is mandatory at all times. Please keep masks on while you are on our campus, even inside 

of vehicles. 
 
 Parents may not leave their vehicles for any reason – please adhere to this essential rule as this really 

assists in the managing of transmission.  
 
 Please keep children who are ill at home and please do not come onto the campus if you are feeling ill.  
 
 Respect all our COVID Rules and adhere to all our Protocols even if you find them irksome or difficult - with 

your active support we are working together to keep all on our campus safe. 
 
 Birthdays – please remember that all birthday treats must be individually packaged. We pre-sanitise 

before handing these out. 


