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This Catholic Feastday is celebrated on 15 August and in 

Catholic Churches, it features on the Sunday closest to this 

date. We were able to celebrate this feast in a special way 

with our Grade 3 First Holy Communion pupils, their parents 

and extended family last Saturday, as Fr Marc, our Chaplain, 

livestreamed an Assumption Day Mass for the group. This Mass 

had been scheduled to be streamed from Mrs van der 

Wielen’s home, as she is our HOD for Religious Education and 

Pastoral Care, and she had organised it and set it up. 

It was re-located to the school at short notice due to an extended power-outage in her area. Thank 

you to Fr Marc for being willing to celebrate Mass – he did it twice as some families were not able to 

get in the first-time round. We apologise to anyone who was not able to gain access. Mrs van der 

Wielen will be organising another Mass for our FHC group in the future and we are grateful for her 

efforts and the assistance that she is giving to Ms Gaynor Gaylard, our FHC teacher. 

Mary is honoured by many, as the Earthly mother of Jesus, but also as a role-model for motherhood. As 

universal Mother, she models the qualities of womanhood and motherhood, and as she suffered 

greatly through the suffering of her Son, we can readily identify with her in our human suffering and 

many pray for her to intercede on their behalf, especially when faced with suffering, grief and loss 

relating to their children. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SStt  PPaauulluuss  PPrree--PPrriimmaarryy  aanndd  PPrriimmaarryy  SScchhooooll  
  

NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  3300  
          21-08-2020 

Dear Parents 

ASSUMPTION 

DAY 

I am delighted to report that our special “Food Parcels 

in honour of Tate Mandela Drive” has realised 

134 Food Parcels. (67 x 2)  

These were packed and packaged - amid great 

excitement - by our Grade 7 Leaders on Monday and 

were collected on Tuesday by Andre van den Bergh 

and Simi Ngomane  from the Ransom Foundation, for 

immediate distribution in various parts of Pretoria and 

surrounding areas, including; Boskop, Donkerhoek, 

Eersterust, Mamelodi, Silverton, Danville, Akasia, 

Wolmer and Daspoort. 

The Rotary Interact Club has also committed to 

donating and packaging 16 more Food Parcels so that 

we shall have provided groceries for 150 families. 

Our total collection equates to more than R40 000 

worth of groceries. Thank you to all our families. As I 

said last week, this is far more than we have ever 

collected in any Food Drive. Although times are hard 

for so many in our community we have been able to 

reach out and help those with greater need. We are 

both grateful and proud of our achievement. 

MANDELA DAY DRIVE - FOOD PARCELS FOR FAMILIES IN NEED 
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AFTERCARE AND AFTERNOON ACTIVITIES 

The country has been moved with effect from 

Tuesday, 18 August, to Lockdown Level 2. This is a 

welcome move for so many industries and for 

many who have lost their incomes and who 

have become un-employed and we pray that 

this will provide the impetus and economic boost 

so dearly needed.  

But – we are far from being “back to normal.”  

While this is a positive step for our country as it 

brings some measure of economic relief, we are 

still faced with the very real need for vigilance as 

the chances of exposure will increase as people 

move more freely. 

As a school, we shall remain even more vigilant 

in the rigour with which we implement our 

protocols for the safety and wellbeing of children 

and staff on the premises and we shall not, at this 

stage, be re-introducing any activities which 

could in any way increase the chance of 

exposure. 

For this reason, we shall continue to run our 

groups from Grade 00 – Grade 4, in silos or pods 

– where exposure is limited to teacher/s and 

children in a specific class – and from Grades 5 – 

7 in grade groups with those teachers who teach 

the classes across the specific grade. This 

enables us to minimise exposure and the number 

of people who may have been exposed, if we 

do have to impose self-isolation. 

In the interest of minimising exposure, we shall still 

hold out on the introduction of any formalised 

afternoon activities as these activities bring our 

children and staff in contact with larger numbers 

of people. 

We are hoping and planning, if trends continue 

and numbers of cases decrease significantly, to 

re-open Aftercare on 1 October, when school re-

opens for Term 4.  

If the requisite permission is obtained, we shall 

also be looking at introducing some sporting 

activities. 

All decisions are subject to change as we 

respond proactively to the impact of the 

pandemic and as new information becomes 

available. I shall keep parents informed. 

PRE-SCHOOL 2021 

Contrary to the view of some adults, social-distancing 

and mask-wearing at Pre School level works 

extremely well. Little people are very law-abiding 

and love affirmation and approval so the majority of 

our children listen carefully to, and follow instructions 

to the letter. Our classrooms are also colourful, 

cheerful, and well-ventilated so our little ones have 

plenty of space within their classrooms to social-

distance with ease. The playgrounds are spacious 

and we also have designated play-areas for each 

class so minimise exposure during the school day. 

There is much social interaction and physical activity 

- with our little ones practising their social distancing 

protocols using hula-hoops. We are aware that there 

are many who fear bringing little ones to school 

during a pandemic but research endorses the fact 

that our little ones are least likely to contract COVID-

19. It also endorses the myriad benefits of school-

attendance at Pre-School level. 

We are working on finalising our classes for Grade 00 

and Grade R for 2021. 

Please contact the Admissions secretary, Margaret 

Fincham, to book places for siblings in Grade 00 and 

Grade R for next year. 

We are not able to have a conventional Open Day 

but we are working on producing a creative, online 

Open Day experience which will be available soon. 

If you have friends with Pre-School age children who 

may be looking for a space for next year please 

encourage them to contact the school Admissions 

Secretary without delay. 

Meetings with the Principal and HOD with individual, 

prospective parents/couples, can be arranged on 

request. 
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It is difficult to keep track of pupil attendance 

during a pandemic as some pupils who are 

under instruction from their medical 

practitioners, are working online from home, 

while there are other families who may need to 

self-isolate. We also entreat our parents not to 

send children to school if they are feeling ill. 

These situations aside, there is also a trend, most 

especially among some of our seniors, to 

believe that school attendance is not 

compulsory, and to believe that it is their right to 

take days off intermittently. In order to progress 

a child, and most specifically to send pupils up 

to High School, records of school attendance 

are a prerequisite. We are required to keep 

records of pupil attendance, either online, 

which requires evidence of work being done on 

any given day, or at school.  

Please ensure that your children attend school 

regularly if they are able to do so, and that the 

school is notified if a child will not be attending 

school. As we are operating during a pandemic 

and need to control transmission, we also 

require medical certificates for all illness which 

results in absence. When a family has needed 

to self-isolate, the school requires a medical 

clearance letter/certificate, from a doctor 

when a child is ready to return to school. 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 

 
 

We are running in accordance with our 2020 

dates with school closing for the end of Term 3 on 

18 September. We shall open for Term 4 on 

30 September and will close for our pupils at 

year-end on Tuesday, 1 December.  

We shall be distributing Reports at the end of 

Term 3. 

The Final Report of 2020 will be available for you 

to pick up from the school on Wednesday, 

2 December and the school will officially close for 

staff on Wednesday, 2 December, after the 

collection of Reports between 10:00 - 11:00.  

The 2021 Calendar (which may be subject to 

change due to COVID-19) will be distributed in 

the very near future.  We shall not be adhering to 

the public schools’ opening date if it is set too 

late in January, as we are closing earlier than 

public schools at year-end 2020 as we have 

been able to continue to offer our teaching and 

learning programme and complete all 

requirements for progression.  

We are still awaiting confirmation of the public 

school calendar dates in order to finalise our own 

calendar because, although we make our own 

decisions for calendar-dates, we take note of 

both public school and ISASA calendars in the 

process. 

CALENDARS 2020 

AND 2021 

 

May you have a peaceful weekend doing 
something different with your children. 

We have established our 

own E-Library, through 

Snapplify, which we shall be 

launching on 24 August. This 

is an exciting, innovative way 

in which we are utilising 

technology to keep our 

children reading. 

CONDOLENCES 

We were sad to learn of the 

loss of Hyla-Louise Pennell’s 

(Grade 1E) grandfather. 

Our thoughts and prayers 

are with Hyla-Louise and her 

family at this time. 

ST PAULUS E-LIBRARY 


