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St Paulus Pre-Primary and Primary School 

NEWSLETTER 36 ~ 09-10-2020 

Dear Parents 

While our present circumstances and the fear associated with the pandemic are our reality, there are also 
many opportunities which our situation affords for which we are so grateful. During the past week 
I experienced two positive changes which brought so much excitement and joy. The first was the re-
introduction of our Afternoon Time-Table and the second was the “Return to Church.” 
Having an afternoon time-table has been so much a part of the structure of the school for many years that it 
has hardly caused a ripple or been worthy of comment - we change from season to season and we include 
different sporting-codes as a matter of course. 
 
Not being able to include this critical aspect of our curriculum has left a noticeable gap and over the past 
4 months, we have had to think of creative ways of delivering on our promise of developing: “Heart, Mind, 
Body and Spirit.” Even though we are not yet permitted to play any contact sport, or swim, just being able to 
give the children the chance to get out onto the field and engage with one another and our coaches, 
while practicing sporting code-specific skills, has brought so much joy to so many of our children and to 
those of us who have been there to observe them. 
 
Being able to attend a live Mass – instead of a livestreamed one – for the first time since March, on Sunday, 
4 October, was such a special occasion. Again, the attendance at Mass every Sunday is something which 
one takes for granted. Being denied this opportunity for almost 7 months has really made me so much more 
appreciative of what a Mass means to me - being able to hear the Homiliy firsthand and receive the 
Eucharist are central, but of equal value for me is being able to chat to friends and to gather informally after 
the service and touch base with people. Although our different circumstances have resulted in our doing 
things differently – much joy and pleasure can still be derived from these activities during a pandemic. 

GRADE 7 STAY-A-DAY 

Due to COVID restrictions we are not able to hold our Stay Awake in the 
customary way. Thank you to Ms Louise Bukowski the HOD and the Grade 
7 teachers, Mesdames Angela Burrow, Prisha Chetty and Tania Wessels, for 
their ingenuity and commitment to looking at creative, safe ways in which 
they can up the fun-factor for our Grade 7s in their final year. They have a 
number of surprises lined up for the group.  
We hope to raise money for our annual “Leave Your Print” Campaign 
organised by the CBE to assist impoverished schools. We are especially 
looking at assisting with food parcels for the families of children in schools in 
the Catholic network, some of which do not have flush toilets, and many of 
which are dependent on their schools Feeding Scheme in order to get a 
cooked meal. 
Well done, Grade 7s! Perhaps you feel that you are not deriving the full 
benefit of your final year but we see it differently. We observe the way in 
which our different circumstances have given you different opportunities 
and how much you have grown and matured over the past few months. 
You are most definitely proving to be the Best Grade 7s Ever - in very 
different, exciting, ways. We are very proud of you. 
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THE WEARING OF MASKS 

For those of us who wear glasses, mask-wearing poses a specific 
challenge as the lenses fog up. When I stand in the carpark especially if 
the air is colder, my vision is often impaired. 
I have noted also when visiting classrooms some children are opting not 
to wear their glasses for the same reason. I have asked teachers to be 
very aware of this and to alternate the wearing of glasses with the 
wearing of the shield to assist. If there is anyone who has resolved this 
challenge please let us know what can be done to help the glasses-
wearers to comfortably wear their masks while not impairing their vision. 

AFTERNOON PROGRAMME CHALLENGES 

Most specifically during the course of Term 4, the 
afternoon programme is going to be impacted by 
changes in weather and sudden storms. 
 
In terms of our Lightning Protocols, when the siren 
sounds, we need to get our children under cover as 
quickly as possible. The need to adhere to social-
distancing protocols adds an extra challenge. For this 
reason, we shall be moving some children up to 
classroom spaces very quickly when there is lightning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please bear with us – we have many staff members on-
hand to assist in bringing children from the different 
venues to the carpark to be re-united with their parents. 
It may mean that you have to wait an extra few minutes 
but this small inconvenience is necessary to keep our 
children safe. Thank you for your support. 

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE 
PROJECTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Due to the financial constraints imposed by 
the pandemic we have put the planned 
upgrading of the swimming pool area on hold 
at this juncture. 
 

We are nearing the completion of the full 
upgrading of our outsourced staff facilities, as 
this was identified by the Board of Governors 
as an essential project which should be 
completed in 2020, as our essential workers - 
our cleaning, gardening, maintenance and 
security teams - who have worked even 
harder in response to our mandatory 
pandemic protocol requirements, need to be 
able to have an attractive space. 

CONDOLENCES 

We were sorry to hear that Marc (Grade 2F) 
and Ben (Grade RV) Janse van Rensburg lost 
their 97 year old grandad on Tuesday. We 
were also saddened to hear that Zizi (7B), 
Lizalise (5C) and Avumile (1E) lost their 
grandfather last night. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with these families in this difficult 
time. 

May you all have a 
peaceful weekend 
doing something 
special with your 

children. 
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Ms Dalene Smith will be retiring at the end of 2020. She has given us many years of service and before 
year-end we shall be honouring her contribution to our school. 
Ms Almarie Swart will be moving from the position of Grade 5 class teacher to take up the Specialist 
Maths position which Ms Smith will be vacating. 
 
Ms Kea Moganedi will be moving into Grade 5 and will be responsible for Mathematics at this level. 
Mr Rolana Chauke, who has been with us for the past 2 years as an Assistant Teacher in our Learnership 
programme, and who has qualified as a teacher in the interim, will be joining us at Grade 4 level, where 
he will be a class teacher and will also be in charge of Maths. 
 
Mrs Tania Wessels will move to Grade 4 as class teacher, who will be teaching Afrikaans to the Grade 4s. 
Ms Reneé Bredenkamp remains at Grade 4, and will be in charge of English. 
All subjects other than the 3 core subjects – English, Afrikaans and Maths, will be taught by the class 
teachers. 
 
The decision to use specialists for the 3 core subjects at Grade 4 level has been made as we have noted 
while running a school during a pandemic, the benefits of keeping all our children at all grade levels in 
their home classrooms and having the teachers moving to classes. We have kept to class teaching at 
Grade 4 level as Grade 4s are too young to be able to move from class to class successfully – but as we 
shall be retaining the practice of rotating teachers in 2021 - which has had so many positive off-spins 
which include improved concentration, fewer discipline issues, less littering, fewer bullying incidences, 
and much time-saving – giving our Grade 4s the benefit of specialised teaching in our core subjects, 
while balancing this with the developing of the relationship with the pupil and teacher, as we assist them 
in adapting to the transition to the Intersen Phase, will give our Grade 4s the full benefit of both practices. 
Ms Elaine Botha will be moving to Grade 6 to take responsibility for Afrikaans at this level, and Ms Denise 
Stander will join the Grade 7 team, and take responsibility for the teaching of Afrikaans. 
  
Ms Tania Wessels who is the teacher in charge of Afrikaans, will retain this responsibility and will be 
assisting with the important transition for Huistaal Afrikaans from the Foundation Phase to the Intersen 
Phase and her experience with managing the transition from Primary School to High School, will be 
invaluable as she carries out these duties. 
 
NB Please remember that the school reserves the right to place children in classes and with teachers and 
we always respect and retain healthy friendships, while at times, intentionally splitting friendships which 
are not conducive to optimal teaching and learning. No parents may make requests of teachers for 
placements as this can cause imbalances within classes, where we take an objective view and spend 
much time in classroom placement to derive the full benefit of our diversity within all classroom spaces. 
We shall also need to take social-distancing requirements into account as well. 
 
If there is a bona fide request, this needs to be addressed to the Principal, who is the one who, with the 
assistance of the senior management team, oversees and finalises all class placements. 

STAFF CHANGES 2021 


