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One of the positive off-spins of our pandemic is that it is really teaching us to treasure the “little things.” A year 
ago, I would not have dreamed that an opportunity to enjoy a take-away cappuccino has actually become 
the highlight of my week. This is a treat that I too readily took for granted – and hopefully I shall never do so 
again. I look so forward to this little treat – and it is more than the cappuccino itself. It includes the anticipation, 
the delayed gratification – this is a weekend treat – and the enjoyment inherent in every sip. 
 
We actively teach our children the value of appreciation and gratitude – and enjoyment in those “little things” – 
and we also actively send out our message that it is not how much something costs, how big or lavish it is, but 
rather how much something means, and that we do not need to spend loads of money in order to have fun and 
enjoy ourselves. 
 
This is a message which we continue to send out annually when preparing our Grade 7 Farewell. I have a very 
closely controlled budget - and it is not because I am “old and out of touch with the cost of things,” 😊 or that 
we do not have funds, but because I am consciously sending out the message of what it is that is of central 
importance – it is the people with whom we share the events and the activities in which we engage that makes 
memories and not the designer outfits, the hired Limousine or the cost of the venue.  We should never lose our 
focus on what it is that really matters. 
 
In our pandemic year most of us have had to curtail expenditure and go without some of those nice-to-haves. 
Others have been harder-hit and the privation has hit closer to home. There are those in our country who have 
been left destitute and impoverished. Now, more so than ever before, we need to be aware of the plight of 
others and know that lavish expenditure has no place and that it is not in keeping with our core values and the 
school’s ethos. 
 
We shall be having our Grade 7 Farewell – and it is going to be stunning and memorable. (Grade 7 Parents will 
receive more details on this exciting “surprise” event) but it will be within our budget. We do not need to spend 
lavishly in order to make an event memorable. 
 
Please remember how important our ethos is to us and how important it is to us that we hold on to our core 
values and send out a message collectively that we are grateful and appreciative of “little things.” 

LIVING OUR ETHOS 

Dear Parents 
 

Our Pre-School Graduation, which took place last night, was such a special event. Yes – we 
had to do it differently – but venturing at times into the unknown and looking at things with 
new eyes often brings with it a fresh, new perspective.  Congratulations to our Grade Rs and 
their proud parents! You are most definitely a resilient and independent group of Grade Rs 
and the “Grade R Class of 2020” will always be remembered as an integral part of this very 
different year. Well done to all of you! 

St Paulus Pre-Primary and Primary School 
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Our Intersen Phase pupils are being called upon to 
bring some pocket money to donate to our Santa 
Shoe-Box Project. For the past 3 years, we have 
assisted the Zwavelpoort Parish CWL with their 
Christmas Party for the children of the 
Tshwarangkganang Orphanage in Hammanskraal. 
Our children package the Christmas hampers 
themselves for the children and we deliver these to 
the children in time for Christmas. This year we have 
all been affected financially and we shall be 
concentrating on providing much-needed 
essentials for the children, such as cosmetics, 
toiletries and school stationery, but we would like to 
add a few sweet-treats and one “nice-to-have.” We 
are asking all pupils in the Intersen Phase who can 
afford it, to bring R50 – they may bring more if they 
would like to do so. Please read the “Santa Shoe-
Box” letter from Ms Louise Bukowski, HOD of the 
Intersen Phase and the driving force behind this 
special project, which is included as an attachment. 
Also check out our FB page and the grade WA 
groups for updates and more information. 

SANTA SHOE-BOX 2020 

Our Grade 7s have been having moral education 
lessons once a week this term, presented by Ms 
Myriam van der Wielen for the girls and Mr Peter 
Anthony for the girls. 
Mr Peter Anthony and Mrs Myriam van der Wielen 
will be presenting a Moral Education Workshop for 
the Grade 6s – Peter Anthony for the boys and Ms 
van der Wielen for the girls – during the course of 
next week. The pupils have already been given the 
opportunity to submit queries and questions 
anonymously, so that these can be addressed 
during the sessions. 

MORAL EDUCATION 

With only 2 weeks to go before the Grade 5 – 7 
pupils start their exams, there will be no more 
homework set for pupils in these grades as of the 
end of this week. Pupils who remain at school to 
attend homework sessions next week will be able to 
use these times to devote to revision. 
Grade 4 pupils will be involved in ongoing 
assessments and will not be writing formal 
examinations. They will be continuing with 
homework as well as being given guidance for 
revision.  
Our Grade 1 – 3 pupils will continue with their 
intervention sessions and will be involved in their set 
tasks in a relaxed, age-appropriate, atmosphere. 

EXAMINATIONS AND REVISION 

Dean’s has arranged a date for parents who would 
like to personally buy and collect their chid/ren’s 
stationery packs in order to save on the courier fee. 
(Dates: 26 - 30 October from 08:00 - 15:00) 

DEAN’S STATIONERY PACK DELIVERIES 

We are so happy to welcome little Noah Mnisi, born 
on 21 October. May he bring much joy to his proud 
Mom and Dad, Teacher Lerato Mnisi and Enoch 
Mnisi. We look forward to meeting this most 
important addition to the Mnisi/Hlatshwayo families. 

CONGRATULATIONS 



 

Page 3 

 

We were delighted that it has been gazetted that 
as of next week our pupils may engage in their non-
contact sports activities without wearing masks. 
Pupils are required to come down to the field or 
sports venue wearing masks. These need to be put 
in labelled, Ziploc bags and placed with water-
bottles. Pupils need to adhere to social-distancing 
requirements while on the fields or engaged in an 
activity. 
 
They need to put their masks back on before 
leaving the field or activity and must at all times 
adhere to social-distancing protocols when leaving 
the field, going to the car-parks or returning to 
classrooms.  
 
We shall be including swimming as part of our PE 
Programme during the school day, with effect from 
Monday, 27 October. 
 
We are also permitted to include singing and choir 
practices. 
 
The good news is that we shall be able to include 
the singing of hymns for our First Holy Communion 
Mass on 15 November but this will need to be 
included with mask-wearing. 

SPORTS AND OTHER PROGRAMMES 

Along with the warmer weather has come the sense 
that the danger is behind us and there is a definite 
sense that it is fine to relax our guard. Please do not 
fall into the trap of believing that we are out of the 
woods. The virus is still with us and will be for a very 
long time, or until a vaccine is available. We need 
only look at the staggering statistics of the “second 
wave” in other parts of the world to know that 
vigilance is key to survival. 
  
Our children are precious to us. For their, your and 
our safety, please remember to: 
 

 Wear masks at all times on our premises 
 Stay in your vehicles at all times 
 Wash hands/sanitise regularly 
 Encourage your children to adhere to social-

distancing requirements at all times and lead 
by example in adherence whenever you are 
in social spaces. 

 Adhere to the 20 km speed restriction on our 
campus. There are many parents who 
exceed the speed limit coming up and 
going down, the driveway. Our children 
have “Right of Way” on our campus at all 
times. 

SCHOOL PROTOCOLS 

May you have a great weekend doing 

something different with your children. 

Please keep these simple – remember that we are 
teaching our children to appreciate the “little 
things.”  A cup-cake, a Krispy Kreme donut, or a 
slice of pizza will suffice. Wearing civvies and giving 
one’s peers a small treat makes birthdays special 
and as a school, we want the emphasis to be on 
the joy of birth – the importance of the celebration 
of the gift of life of our children – and not on the 
refreshments provided. 

PARTY PACKS 

Our Pre-School and Foundation Phase pupils are all 
being invited to bring a wrapped and labelled gift 
for a child. Please clearly label the gift to let us know 
whether it should go to a boy or girl – or either - and 
the appropriate age. 
We shall be delivering these Christmas gifts to the 
Knights of da Gama which will distribute them to 
children in need in and around Pretoria, before 
Christmas. 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR KIDS 


