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St Paulus Pre-Primary and Primary School 

NEWSLETTER 40 ~ 06-11-2020 

Dear Parents 

 
We now have only a couple of days before our seniors move into examination-mode with our Grade 7s starting on 
5 November and Grades 5 and 6 joining them on Monday, 9 November. The Demarcation Booklets went out some 
weeks ago and we know that our pupils have been preparing - so they are now able to consolidate all their hard 
work over the past year and their hours of preparation, to give it their best.  

Our pupils remain at school until the end of the school day during exams and we alternate activities to provide 
them with revision-time as well as giving them the opportunity to relax and re-charge. There are also afternoon 
activities on offer. 

We need to reduce the pressure on our children and encourage consistent effort when preparing for exams. 
Cramming is not healthy for children and as long as they have been working daily as advised by their teachers, 
exam-writing should be the culmination of a year of effort. Please help them on the home-front to intersperse their 
revision with down-time. Make sure that they have a quiet space which is free of distractions, and that they are 
able to work steadily with time on-task, interspersed with breaks, that they have healthy snacks and meals, exercise 
regularly, drink plenty of water, and get sufficient sleep. Most young teenagers should still be getting at least 
between 9 -10 hours sleep a night, especially during exams. 

EXAMINATIONS 2020 

We were more relaxed with our pupils in the phase-in back to school which started 
on 1 June, as the Lockdown experience had been traumatic for many of them 
individually and also for many families. 

Please assist from the outset of 2021 in adherence to specific uniform and 
schoolbag rules. 

The school introduced an orthopedic branded school bag in 2012 at Grade R and 
Grade 1 level, and by now all pupils in the school should be in possession of the 
school’s branded schoolbag. We also completely phased out trolley-bags and 
bags on wheels, because, apart from the pressure they put on the skeletal frame, 
they also damage our corridors and chip our stairs.  

Our grey socks have a black and white stripe – these are obtainable from The 
Shop. 

Girls wear white cuff-socks and may not wear sports hidden-socks with their black 
school shoes. 

All pupils wear white/predominantly white, sports shoes with their PE uniforms. 

No underwear should be visible and may not be longer than the school skirt or 
sports shorts. When short ski pants are worn under clothing these have to be very 
short and must be black. No other colours are permitted. The Shop has the 
correct-length girls ski pants in stock but parents are welcome to source 
elsewhere. They just have to be the correct length.    

Our girls’ shirts are tailored and are worn over the skirt and should not be tucked 
into the skirt. 

Thank you for assisting us in getting these rules in place for 2021 so that our children 
can continue to wear their uniforms with pride. 

 

[The Shop letter to parents and price list attached separately.] 

UNIFORM AND SCHOOL BAG RULES 2021 

Our roll-over to 2020 at the 
end of 2019 was so 
successful and gave our 
pupils such a sense of 
security in knowing before 
the holidays in which 
classes they had been 
placed. We plan to do it 
again this year - with all our 
protocols in place. The 
“Roll-Over 2021” will take 
place on 25 and 
26 November between 
08:30 – 10:30. 

Children will get the 
chance to spend some 
time with their new teacher 
and the peers in their 2021 
classes. 

ROLL-OVER TO 
CLASSES 2021 
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                 PLANNING FOR  
 

While there is still much uncertainty regarding the way 
forward, we are sure of the following: 

 We are not out of the woods and the COVID-19 virus is 
still with us and is likely to be with us  for some time to 
come. 

 Schools will be required to re-open in January 2021 with 
the mandatory social-distancing protocols in place. 

 As a result of this knowledge, we shall be demarcating 
our 2021 classrooms to ensure social-distancing 
adherence in readiness for 2021. 

 We shall all still be required to wear masks 

 Social-distancing protocols and demarcations for our 
children will be in place and children will move at all 
times under supervision. 

 Wherever possible, children will be kept in their home-
classrooms and our teachers will move to the different 
classrooms.  

 Parents will still be required to stay in vehicles and adults 
will be in the various parking areas to assist with Drop Off 
& Go and Pick Up & Go compliance.  

 There are no outings or camps planned for Term 1 and 
we shall not be transporting children until we have 
verification that it is safe to do so. 

 We shall be running Aftercare fully from our original 
Aftercare Centre and will need to get children 
registered in readiness for 2021. We  shall revert to the 
set Aftercare hours and Aftercare will close at 17:30. 

 We shall continue to run a varied extramural 
programme including activities which are permitted 
and adhering to all protocols which are in place. 

 We shall continue to use technology, specifically 
Google Classroom and Google Meet, to augment and 
enhance our internal teaching regimens. 

OTHER PANDEMIC-RELATED CHANGES 
2021 

We shall not be able to hold our Inter-House Gala in 
February and will not time-table any inter-school 
sports events, at least for Term 1. The Sports 
Department will schedule Inter-House events in age-
groups so that the children have the opportunity to 
compete internally. 
We are ready to include inter-school events and our 
Inter-House Gala at short notice, if the requisite  
school clearance for such events is obtained.   
2020 has taught us a great deal and we shall 
continue to think of innovative ways in which we 
can up the fun-factor for our children so that they 
are able to get the full benefit from their school 
experience. We are re-structuring our Grade 7 
Leadership Programme for 2021 so that our Leaders 
have the chance to earn their badges and serve 
their school. 
We do need to do it differently but it can still be fun 
– but we have one non-negotiable: We shall at no 
stage take risks as the safety and wellbeing of pupils 
and staff remain our focus. We shall continue to err 
on the side of caution as, when it comes to our 
children’s safety, risk-taking is not an act of 
courage. 

As we shall not be able to let parents collect these they 
will be sent home with the pupils on 1 December. We shall 
also stagger pick-up times as follows: 

Pre-School:  10:00 

Foundation Phase: 10:00 

Grades 4 and 5: 10:30 

Grades 6 and 7: 11:00 

END-OF-YEAR REPORTS 

CONDOLENCES 

Joshua Vergne (Grade 5) lost his grandmother and 
Max and Liam Archibald (Grades 7 and 2) lost 
their grandfather. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with these families at 
this time. 


