
 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents 
 FREEDOM DAY 2021 
 

On 27 April, we shall be celebrating FREEDOM DAY, which is a South African 
Public Holiday. As we enjoy this day, let us remember the value of freedom as 
this day commemorates the first post-apartheid elections held in 1994. These 
were the first non-racial national elections held in our country. On the first 
commemoration of the holiday, the President, Nelson Mandela, addressed 
Parliament: 
 
“As dawn ushered in this day, 27 April 1995, few 
of us could suppress the welling of emotion, as 
we were reminded of the terrible past from 
which we have come as a nation; the great 
possibilities we now have, and the bright future 
which now beckons us. 
And, so we assemble here today, and in other parts of the country, to mark an 
historic day in the life of our nation. Wherever South Africans are across the 
globe, our hearts beat as one, as we renew our common loyalty to our country 
and our commitment to its future.” 
 
Freedom Day annually should serve to remind us that the guarantee of our 
freedom requires us to remain vigilant against corruption so that we can work 
jointly to build a nation which stands collectively against the scourge of racism, 
sexism and inequality, and which promotes human rights for all as embodied in 
our Constitution. 
  
It is more important than ever before, amid the turmoil we face in our country, 
that we never lose sight of the dream of freedom - freedom for all of us – as we 
reach across the boundaries which are human constructs, to join hands and 
hearts, in our commitment to working together to ensure a brighter future for 
our country, and its children, who are the adults of tomorrow. 



 

SCHOOL UNIFORM
Due to pandemic restrictions and the 
need to adhere to mandatory social 
distancing protocols, it has been 
easier for us to permit the children to 
come to school in their full PT uniform 
on the days on which they have PT 
and sport. This assists in that we do 
not have to organise for changing on 
the premises, except for swimming.  
As the weather becomes colder, we 
need to look at ways of keeping our 
children warm as well as adhering to 
uniform rules. Our Foundation Phase 
pupils wear the full tracksuit, with 
black shoes, during Winter. (white 
sports shoes on PT days) For the 
Intersen Phase, boys wear long grey 
pants, white shirts and the school tie 
and girls wear either long, grey pants 
or the blue skirt, white shirts and ties, 
with GREY tights or our school 
regulation long grey socks, with the 
black and white stripes on the cuff. 
When wearing their PT uniforms 
during Winter, for warmth senior 
pupils may wear the school 
regulation black tracksuit pants 
which are made to order by The 
Shop. We need to concentrate on 
keeping our uniform neat, so these 
are the only tracksuit pants which will 
be permitted. The Shop has struggled 
during the pandemic to make ends 
meet, so they are requesting 
payment with all tracksuit orders. 
Please contact The Shop directly and 
place tracksuit orders as soon as 
possible. 

Annemarie Koetje: 0731612088 (SMS) 
 TRACKSUIT ORDERS: 
Option 1: 
Tracksuits ordered and fully paid for 
by 30 April 2021 will be delivered by 
21 May 2021. 
Option 2: 
Tracksuits ordered and paid for by 
14 May 2021 will be delivered by 
4 June 2021. 

 

The full school uniform, which 
includes blazers for Grades 5 – 7, 
should be worn on days on which 
children do not have sport. 

We have not as yet decided on the 
transition week to Winter uniform but 
will be guided by the weather. 

CHOICE OF MASKS 
We have not as yet issued school 
regulation masks and allow 
children to choose their own 
masks. Please assist us by ensuring 
that any branding on masks is age-
appropriate and always in keeping 
with the school’s ethos. 



 
 

INTERESTING PANDEMIC OBSERVATIONS –SURVEY 2019/2020 
 

Interestingly, while running a school during a pandemic involves many 
challenges, needing to do things differently has resulted in our addressing many 
of those issues which had been highlighted during our 2019/2020 Survey.   
  

One of the burning issues which we highlighted at our “Survey Feedback Key 
Focus Areas Workshop” which was held in February 2020, was the need for more 
changing facilities for our children.  As there is very little changing on-campus at 
present, this is no longer a major issue, at least at this juncture. Further, another of 
the issues with which we dealt at this workshop was “Bathrooms.” Presently, 
bathrooms are sanitised and cleaned at least 4 times during the school day, all 
bathrooms are deep-cleaned on Fridays and all our bathrooms remain spotlessly 
clean. 
 

Bullying, which will always be an issue at a school, was another of the areas 
which we addressed at our Workshop. Presently, as our children remain under 
adult supervision at all times while they are on our campus and as their breaks 
are supervised by their class teachers, there has been a decrease in the number 
of incidences of bullying as well. 
 

Online schooling has also ensured that technological advancements are 
embraced. Our children are learning to code and we are delighted that we 
have just taken delivery of our Tablet Library, consisting of 40 tablets, for 
classroom use. PTA ST PAULUS KNEE-BLANKETS 

Our PTA is once more making the school knee-
blankets, which our children may use in the 
classroom. These have our school badge and the 
child’s name is embroidered on the blanket. 
Please support the PTA in its fund-raising initiative 
while keeping our children warm.   
Please pay the money into the PTA Bank 
Account (details on the Order Form), and send it 
directly to: Lize Coetsee: lize.coetsee@gmail.com 
Enquiries: 0834422949 
Please send the completed Order Form back 
along with PoP. Thank you! 
[Order Form attached separately.] 

STARTING TIMES REMINDER 
 

Please remember: 
Intersen Phase 
lessons start at 
07:30 
Foundation 
Phase lessons 
start at 07:45 
Some of our children are 
arriving late which will result 
in their missing important 
teaching-time. 



 

 

COMPETITIVE SPORT AND RESTRICTIONS ON SCHOOLS 
We were delighted to be able to organise competitive soccer and netball 
matches for the first time since March 2020. We played Crawford and fared 
extremely well: 
 

NETBALL SOCCER 
Team St Paulus Crawford Team St Paulus Crawford 
U13A 9 4 U13A 0 0 (U13A) 
U13B 5 3 U13B 3 5 (U13B) 
U12A 2 10 U12A 3 1 (U13 A/B) 
U12B 5 2 U11A 6 7 (U11A) 
U11A 2 6 U11B 1 8 (U11A) 
U11B 6 2 U10A 4 4 (U10A) 
U10A 7 2 U10B 0 2 (U10A) 
U10B 5 3 WELL DONE! 

 

We are not permitted by law to allow spectators and we are required by law to 
ensure that parents remain in their vehicles. We are also not permitted to have 
adults using the bathroom facilities set aside for our players. School are also not 
permitted to give access to their premises to parents from another school. These 
are difficult times as this is a pandemic. Thank you for your support in assisting us 
in fully complying with all legal requirements. CONGRATULATIONS SWIMMING 
Ardan Robertson (Grade 7B) swam at the SSA Regional Junior 
Champs North during the weekend of 26 March.  Ardan 
qualified for the finals in 6 events and won a gold medal in 
the 50m fly and bronze in the 50m backstroke. Levi Peters also qualified and 
swam at the SSA Junior National Championships. He swam in 6 events, for which 
he reached 3 finals. Across the board, he swam his personal best times. Well 
done, boys. We are proud of you! FIGURE-SKATING 

Leah Snyman (4W) and Tristané Schmulian (6S) both represented 
Gauteng North at the KwaZulu Natal and Gauteng 
Interprovincial Figure Skating Competitions. Leah came 2nd and 
3rd in the Juvenile section of these respective competitions. 

Tristané came 2nd in her 'Rio' Component programme and 3rd in her Free skate in 
the Pre-Novice section of both competitions. Both these skaters will be 
competing at the National competition in June 2021. Well done, girls. We are 
proud of you! 

Enjoy the Freedom Day Long weekend, doing something special with your 
children. School closes at normal time on Friday, 
23 April and re-opens on Wednesday, 28 April. 


