
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parents 
 

FATHER’S DAY 
We shall be celebrating our fathers, grandfathers and significant male adults in the 
lives of our children, and in honour of this important family day I would like to share 
some thoughts:  
As a society, we place much emphasis on the role of motherhood, and justifiably so, 
but both mothers and fathers are integral to the creation of a stable foundation and 
the development of a sense of security for our children. Our children need the input 
of both “Mum and Dad” to establish a sense of identity and to grow up feeling 
confident and accepting of themselves. While saying this, I am aware that there are 
children who may not, due to personal circumstances, have this family structure. 
When referring to a “father” we also acknowledge a “significant male adult” – a 
male role-model who has a positive influence on the life of a child. 
According to Nikki Bush, (Human Potential & Parenting Expert) “How dads are with 
their children has a massive impact on how kids will value and respect themselves 
down the line.” Nikki Bush challenges Dads to earn; “Frequent Father Points” which 
she refers to as the “PAPPA EFFECT:” 

 P – PRESENT – be present both physically and emotionally 
 A – AVAILABLE – make time so that kids know you care 
 P – PROTECTIVE – Dads often symbolise the balance – physical and emotional 

security (don’t be over-protective) 
 P – PROUD – teach kids to value themselves by valuing and respecting   

them. Make sure that expectations are realistic. 
 A – ATTENTIVE – pay attention, listen, talk and share 

The men in the lives of our children should be both tough and tender, resilient and 
compassionate. What is key is that the significant adults in the lives of our children are 
“there for them” in real and tangible ways and that while they are firm with discipline 
and live their values, they need to also avoid being judgmental, and should strive to 
love un-conditionally. As a Dad, it is not how much money you make or how 
important you are in the work-place. What children will remember is that they 
respected but did not fear their Dad, and that Dad was the person that they could 
turn to for unequivocal support and assistance at all times, but most especially when 
they got into scrapes and made bad choices. 

We wish all our fathers and grandfathers, and surrogate-fathers, 
Happy Father’s Day on Sunday. 



  THANK YOU
Theunie Botha, one of our Dads, has 
donated 3 sanitizing frames which he 
constructed for the school. Thank you 
for this useful donation! We are very 
grateful. 

FINAL WEEK OF TERM – REPORT 
AND PARENT CONSULTATIONS 
ARRANGEMENTS 

Our Grade 7s will be finishing their exams 
on 18 June. As a result of the COVID-delay, 
their Parent/Teacher consultations will take 
place next term on Monday and Tuesday, 
26 and 27 July. 

PARENT/TEACHER CONSULTATIONS - 21 & 
22 JUNE 

Parent/Teacher Consultations for 
Grades 00 – Grade 6, will be scheduled by 
appointment for those parents whom 
teachers need to see in order to discuss 
progress. 

NB:  ALL CONSULTATIONS FOR 21 AND 
22 JUNE WILL BE ONLINE. 

These are by invitation and will take place 
on Google Meets using your child’s school 
email address. The administrative 
secretary, Margaret, is contacting parents 
directly to book these online appointments. 

Any other parents who would like to see 
teachers are welcome to book 
appointments for Monday, 26 July. 
Bookings for this date will be taken in the 
first week of next term. 

Reports will be sent home with children on 
Friday, 25 June. 

School will close on Friday, 25 June: 

Pre-School and Foundation Phase @ 10:30 

Intersen Phase @ 11:00 

FINAL WEEK OF TERM 
ACTIVITIES 
Foundation Phase: 
Foundation Phase pupils are invited to 
pay R30 and enjoy fun activities each 
day: 
Monday: Funky Sock and Sock Puppet 
Day (Wear funky socks and bring one 
extra sock to make a sock puppet) 
Tuesday: Funky Glasses and Snacks 
Day (Wear funky glasses and enjoy a 
variety of snacks) 
Wednesday: PJ and Hot Chocolate 
Day (Wear pjs, slippers and gowns, 
bring your own mug and enjoy hot 
chocolate) 
Thursday: Movie and Popcorn Day 
(Enjoy some popcorn while watching 
a movie in your classroom) 
 
 
 
 
Intersen Phase: 
Tuesday: Planetarium Inting – all 
grades will be entertained separately 
to an educational presentation 
Wednesday: Pay R5 and wear your 
pjs, slippers and gowns. Bring an extra 
R5 (and a medium-sized mug) and 
enjoy a mug of hot chocolate in 
classrooms. 
 



 

School re-opens for pupils for Term 3, on Wednesday 21 July. 

Have a warm, and happy Winter break doing something special 
with your children, while keeping safe. 

CONDOLENCES
We were sorry to learn that Blessing Komati (Gr 1M) lost her granny, Luhle Mkwelo 
(Gr. 1M) lost her grandfather, Motheo Pooe (Gr. 5C) lost her grandmother and 
Alejandro (Gr. 7S) and Manuela (Gr. 3P) de Freitas lost their grandfather. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with these families in their loss. 



 
MMA NOMPUMELELO MARGARET MOTUBATSE 

4 JUNE 1957 – 14 JUNE 2021 
 
Nompe Margaret Motubatse, fondly addressed 

as “Mma Nompe” or “Auntie Nompe,” by our 

children, joined our staff at the beginning of 

2014. Initially she was with us in a temporary 

capacity as we were involved in re-structuring 

the administrative office which involved re-

distributing workloads and re-writing the 

different Job Descriptions. 
 

By early April of that year, Nompe had 

earned the respect of her colleagues who were 

engaged in this process and she was appointed 

in a permanent capacity as our administrative 

clerk, a position which she held until her 

untimely death, on Monday night. 

 

Nompe was always a breath of fresh air in the offices, with her gentle yet 

forthright nature, her steadfast commitment to duty, her un-wavering 

integrity, her ability to face her personal challenges with admirable stoicism 

and her delightful sense of humour.  

 

While Nompe spent most of her time in the administrative offices as she was 

solely responsible for the production and distribution of the internal 

curriculum material for the school, she was well-known to our children, 

especially those who needed assistance in the afternoons. 

 

She was also well-known to parents who needed to be re-united with their 

children, as she was our receptionist in the afternoon and had the singular 

role during the pandemic as our parents may not leave their vehicles, of 

tracking down children involved in various extramural activities and 

instructing them to connect up with their Moms and Dads in the designated 

parking areas. 
 



  When a child approached Auntie Nompe in order to gain access to a 

classroom in the late afternoon, she always had a kind word and a smile to 

share, while instructing the child to ensure that she completed her homework 

with care and that the classroom keys were returned to her - immediately. 

 

Mma Nompe was a woman of steadfast faith who was a true Dominican in 

our midst with her:  “Passion for Truth and Compassion for God’s people.” She 

brought joy to so many, most especially as a result of her positive approach to 

life and her readiness to laugh - at herself at times, and always with others. 

She was an integral part of the fabric of our school and she was an active 

parishioner of St Augustine’s Catholic Church in Silverton, where she was a 

Eucharistic Minister, Reader, and where she also taught Catechism for many 

years.  
 
Nompumelelo Margaret Motubatse – thank you for enriching our lives with 

your dedication to duty and willingness to be of service to God through 

service to our community. I greeted her daily - early in the morning on 

arrival – and late afternoon when she left to go home. Every day we 

exchanged our farewell greeting: “Sepela gabotse, Nomps. Re tla bonana 

gape.” 

 

Sadly, Mma Nompe has put off her mortal coil to be united with her God and 

we shall not meet again in our school corridors or in the office any more. 

 

Ke a leboga, Mma Nompe. Re tla go gopola Moratiwa. O robale ka kgotso. 

     

Madeleen Gorst-Allman 

PRINCIPAL 


