
 

 

 

Newsletter 29 

Dear Parents  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION 

 

 

Annually, 1 September, which is Spring Day for us, is honoured as the World Day 

of Prayer for the Care of Creation. The celebration was initially implemented in 

1989, by the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, who is affectionately known 

as “The Green Patriarch” in acknowledgement of his commitment to 
stewardship of Creation. Pope Francis, the Leader of the Catholic Church, 

joined the call of Patriarch Bartholomew, and announced in August 2015 that 

the Roman Catholic Church would also celebrate 1 September annually as 

“World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation”. He also emhasises the urgency 

with which we need to respond to the call to care for Creation, in his 2nd 

encyclical; “Laudato si – Care for our Common Home.” Many Churches, 
organisations, ministries and religious groups have also joined in the call to 

prayer in response to Pope Francis’s ecumenical gesture.  

We have witnessed catastrophic events and natural disasters of 

unprecedented magnitude, including extreme temperatures, flooding, 

hurricanes, gale-force winds and destructive fires, over the past decade which 

have wreaked havoc, have changed the face of large tracts of land and 

which have left countless numbers of people destitute. Now more than ever 

before the call to make major changes in an endeavor to counter the effects 

of global-warming need to be heeded.  



SEASON OF CREATION 

We have moved into the “Season of Creation,” 
which runs from 1 September and culminates on 4 

October, the Feast Day of St Francis of Assisi, who 

was known for his love and respect for all Life and 

his commitment to Creation.  

In discussing our response to the call to “Save the 
Earth”, our Grade 7 Leaders are looking at creative 

ways in which we can re-ignite our school’s 
commitment to: “Reuse, Reduce, Recycle - and 

Rethink the way in which we use Earth and its 

Resources.”  

Operating a school during a pandemic has had a negative impact on this 

essential commitment and our Grade 7s have come up with many suggestions 

of exciting new ways in which we can get back on-track with our commitment 

to recycling and are looking at ways in which they can take the lead in getting 

us all back on-track. We shall be unpacking these suggestions at our Monday 

Assembly on 13 September.  

So – get those recycling bags 

out and start collecting in 

earnest. We all need to work 

collectively to ensure that our 

young people, the adults of 

tomorrow, have a fruitful 

Earth to bequeath to their 

children. 

#GROCERY DRIVE FOR MANDELA 2021 

We have been overwhelmed by 

the generosity of our parents and 

pupils. Thank you for supporting 

our Grocery Drive which will bring 

much-needed relief to so many 

children in and around the 

diocese of Pretoria. Our Grade 7 

Leaders will be packaging the 

grocery hampers on Tuesday next 

week and we shall be able to let 

everyone know how many families 

we shall be able to supply.  

The Knights of da Gama will collect the hampers for distribution.  



MORAL EDUCATION WORKSHOPS 

The Grade 6 pupils will be attending their Moral 

Education Workshops on Thursday next week.  

Mrs van der Wielen will be presenting to the girls and 

Peter Anthony will be working with the boys.  

Our Grade 7 pupils have Moral Education weekly 

once week, with Peter Anthony and Mrs van der 

Wielen.  

 

GRADE 4 – 6 CAMPS 

We shall be going ahead with our 

Camps to ensure that all our pupils from 

Grade 4 – 7 will have had a camp 

experience in 2021. Our Grade 7s had 

their camp at the end of Term One. The 

Grade 6s will be spending two nights 

away between 14 – 16 September and 

our Grade 5s will be spending one night 

away, between 13 and 14 September. 

The Grade 6s are going to Konka Camp 

in Rustenberg and the Grade 5s to 

Meulstroom in Gauteng.  All pandemic 

protocols will be in place, both on the 

transport and in the dormitories and our staff, assisted by the Camp Facilitators 

will ensure that all protocols are adhered to at all times, while also ensuring that 

they maximise the fun-factor.  The Grade 4 pupils will be having a camp 

experience on our campus facilitated by “Outdoor Experiences”. They will 

have two full days of fun-filled activities but will sleep at home. 

 

CHANGE-OVER TO SUMMER UNIFORM  

The transition to Summer uniform will take place 

next week. All are welcome to wear Summer 

uniform from 6 September.  All our pupils should be 

in Summer uniform by Monday, 13 September.  

 

 



NEWS FROM THE MUSIC-SCHOOL 

The St Paulus Music School has 

appointed a new drumming teacher 

who is also available for singing lessons.  

If your child is interested in singing-

coaching, drumming, piano or guitar 

lessons, please contact Cynthia van 

der Mescht for more information.   

“Music is life itself.” 

Louis Armstrong 

 

 

 

 

May you all have a peaceful weekend doing something 
special with your children. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE SEASON OF CREATION 

There is the music of Heaven in all things. 

Every creature is a glittering, glistening mirror of Divinity. 

The mystery of God hugs you in its all-encompassing 

arms. 

All living creatures are sparks from the radiation of God’s 
brilliance, emerging from God like the rays of the sun. 

 

 

Everything that is in the heavens, on earth and 

under the earth is penetrated with connectedness, 

penetrated with relatedness. 

I welcome all the creatures of the world with 

grace.  

God has arranged all things in the world in 

consideration of everything else. 

The earth which sustains humanity must not be 

injured.  It must not be destroyed! 

The truly holy person welcomes all that is earthly. 

 

 “With my mouth”, God says, “I kiss my own chosen 
creation.  I uniquely, lovingly, embrace every image I have 

made out of the earth’s clay.  With a fiery spirit I 
transform it into a body to serve all the world.” 

We shall awaken from our dullness and rise vigorously 

toward justice. If we fall in love with creation deeper and 

deeper, we will respond to its endangerment with 

passion 

(After St Hildegard of Bingen – 11th Century mystic, composer, 

philosopher, healer, writer, and Doctor of the Church.) 

 

The Season of Creation, from 1st September through to 4th October, is a time of 

restoration and hope, a jubilee for our Earth, and a time to discover radically new ways of living with creation.  It is a month where we 

stand for justice and in solidarity with all life on Our Common Home. Hildegard of Bingen knew these things almost one thousand years 

ago. Allow her words to inspire you, to wake you from dullness, to rise towards justice and to fall in love with creation more deeply during 

the Season of Creation this year. 


